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DEAR FELLOW STUDENTS: 

A whole nation is emigrating, and we are going with them. 
They are goihg overland from the wonderful valley of the Nile, 
where they and their forefathers have lived for hundreds of 
years, ever since old sheik Jacob settled there by invitation of 
his son, the grand vizier: they are going to their own country, 
the country which Jehovah promised to their great ancestor 
Abraham. They will cross the upper arm of the Red Sea at 
night, and march through a desert until they come into the grand 
mountains of God in the Sinaitic Peninsula. 

There the emigrating hosts will have such an experience as never came to any other 
nation. They will enter into a solemn covenant or agreement with Jehovah. Jehovah 
will agree to make them his representatives before all the other nations of the world. 
And they will agree to keep Jehovah’s holy Law, contained in the Ten Commandments. 

From the mountains they will march through a very bitter wilderness, and encamp 
on the frontiers of their own country. But they will be forced to turn back from that 
beautiful country and spend many years in the wilderness. Again they will come to the 
frontiers of the Promised Land, and this time they will cross the river, establish a head- 
quarters camp, seize a strategic city, defeat a coalition of kings in the south and another 
in the north, and the country will be theirs, as Jehovah promised. 

We will not only go along with this nation on the march; we will see in every step 
of the way how the hand of Jehovah, their God and ours, was with them. We see how 
he preserved and trained one of the greatest men who ever lived to be their leader; how 
he delivered them from Egypt; how he guided them on the march; how he brought 
them safely across the Red Sea; how he fed them in the wilderness; taught them how to 
live and how to worship; punished them and loved them; how he gave them Canaan at 


last, under the leadership of Joshua, Moses’ minister. We will learn many things about 


Jehovah’s plans for a nation; what it is that makes a nation great and what it is that 
disgraces a nation and causes its downfall. There never was a time in the world’s his- 
tory when we needed to know more about these things. . Let us study the lessons this 


’ quarter so that we can help to make our nation great. 


Most sincerely, 


a, 
— 
———).——. 


Lesson I (XIV) 


PHARAOH OPPRESSES ISRAEL 


January 5, 1919 


The Golden Text—‘“He shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.” 
—Ps, 72.: 4, 


TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 1:8-14; 2:1-8 
For entire lesson, see Ex. 1: 1-14; ch. 2. 


COMMON VERSION 


1:8 Now there arose up a new king over E’gypt, 
which knew not Jo’seph. 

9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the peo- 
ple of the children of Is’ra-el are more and might- 
ier than we: 

10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest 
they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there 


falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, © 


and fight against us, and so get them up out of the 
land. 

11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters 
to afflict them with their burdens. And they built 
for Pha’raoh treasure cities, Pi’‘thom and Ra-am’- 
ses. 

12 But the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved 
because of the children of Is’ra-el. 

13 And the E-gyp’tians made the children of Is’- 
ra-el to serve with rigour: 

14 And they made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner 
of service in the field: all their service, wherein 
they made them serve, was with rigour. 


* * * * * 


2:1 And there went a man of the house of Le’vi, 
and took to wife a daughter of Le’vi. 

2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and 
when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she 
hid him three months. 

3 And when she could not longer hide him, she 
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it 
with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; 
and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. 

4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would 
be done to him. 

5 § And the daughter of Pha’raoh came down to 
wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked 
along by the river’s side; and when she saw the 
ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 

6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: 
and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compas- 
sion on him, and said, This is one of the He’brews’ 
children. 

7 Then said his sister to Pha’raoh’s daughter, 
Shall I go and eall to thee a nurse of the He’brew 
women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 

8 And Pha’raoh’s daughter said to her, Go. 
the maid went and called the child’s mother. 


And 


The Time—About 1300 B. C. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 


1:8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who 
knew not Joseph. 9 And he said unto his people, 
Behold, the people of the children of Israel are 
more and mightier than we: 10 come, let us deal 
wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come 
to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they 
also join themselves unto our enemies, and fight 
against us, and get them up out of the land. 11 
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to 
afflict them with their burdens. And they built for — 
Pharaoh store-cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But 
the more they afflicted them, the more they multi- 
plied and the more they spread abroad. And they 
were grieved because of the children of Israel.+ 13 
And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to 
serve with rigor: 14 and they made their lives bit- 
ter with hard service, in mortar and in brick, and 
in all manner of service in the field, all their sery- 
ice, wherein they made them serve with rigor. 


* * * * * 


2:1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, 
and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 2 And the 
woman conceived, and bare. a son: and when she 
saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him 
three months. 3 And when she could not longer 
hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and 
daubed it with slime and with pitch; and she put 
the child therein, and laid it in the flags by the 
river’s brink. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to 
know what would be done to him. 5 And the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river; 
and her maidens walked along by the river-side; 
and she saw the ark among the flags, and sent her 
handmaid to fetch it. 6 And she opened it, and 
saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And 
she had compassion on him, and said, This is one 
of the Hebrews’ children. 7 Then said his sister 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the | 
child for thee? 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, Go. And the maiden went and called the child’s 
mother. 


The Places—Egypt, Midian. 


. brew people have always been re- 


See EO MERCED, es TT RON eRe ry NeUnE eS 


of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 


Lesson I (XIV) 


Pharaoh Oppresses Israel 


January 5, 1919 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Wordays-Wecember SU... 0 sonia ce, Pharaoh Oppresses Israel...............-:.. Ex. 1: 6-14. 
diteadays December 31.2.4 eset oe Lies baby Wiones oh in aay oe NER oa Hx. -2-: 1-16; 
Wednésday;) January 1.0 60205 AS ee  s. Pele. CUCMNCEDY yu tee ein one wee bd PBN RS 
PUuredays Manuary 2A i ee Sire @tuctsbondages ot een Pee ee: Rom. 6 : 15-23. 
PriGays JANUAPYEO. oc lo Yes Fake eee cet Breaking “Heavy. Yokes os). Hi 5. 2 PGES Isa. 58 : 5-12. 
matufday et sanlary 4<0v.at vss. voei  e, Overthrowing the Oppressor................ Psalm 2. 
PUMaH Waka UAbys esc idler ck Ae the-reat=Liberator. < vil iiskk 2. de ow... alates John 8; 31-39. 


THE SETTLEMENT IN EGYPT 

An old sheik from the north moved down into 
Egypt with all his family and dependents and the 
flocks and herds in which his wealth consisted. He 
had migrated in famine time at the invitation of one 
of his younger sons who by the strange providence 
of God had become the highest official in Egypt 
under the crown, and at the invitation of the reign- 
ing Pharaoh himself. The old sheik had been very 
well received. He had been invited to settle in the 
so-called “land of Goshen,” a rich district in the 
Nile delta with fine pasturage for his cattle. 
sheik’s name was Jacob. His ‘grandfather was 
Abraham. Almighty God had singled out Abra- 
ham for a great destiny. He had 
promised Abraham thai he should 
become the father of a great na- 
tion through which the knowledge 
of the living and true God should 
be given to all the nations of 
earth. 


THE HOUSEHOLD OF JACOB 
BECOMES A NATION 


With the deaths of-~ the old 
sheik, Jacob, and of his powerful 
son, Joseph, the family passes out 
of history for more than three 
hundred years. In the meantime 
God had been working out the 
promise made to the founder of 
the family, Abraham—his descend- 
ants became a nation. When they 
emerge again into the light of his- 
tory, they are still living in the 
land of Goshen. With that racial 
exclusiveness for which the He- 


markable they had not lost their 
identity. They remained for the 
most part a people separate from 
the rest of the inhabitants of 
Egypt in blood, in manner of life, — 
and in religion, though there was 
some admixture of Egyptian blood, 
some adaptation to the arts of 
Egyptian civilization, and some 
contamination with Egyptian re- 
ligion. They worshiped the God 


But when history 


The 


3 


opens on them again their condition had changed 
for the worse. A Pharaoh of a new dynasty, prob- 
ably Ramses II, sits on the throne of Egypt, a 
Pharaoh who “knew not Joseph,” and who had no 
feeling of special kindness for the foreigners who 
had so long been settled in his dominions, 


PHARAOH’S OPPRESSIVE POLICY 


Pharaoh regarded the presence of this large alien 
population as a menace to the security of his realm. 
They lived on the eastern border of Egypt, next to 
the narrow neck of land which joins Africa and 
Asia, that is, on the frontier from which invasion 
might be expected. He reasoned that in case of 
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HEAD OF COLOSSAL STATUE OF RAMSES II AT MEMPHIS 


Ramses [lis generally believed to have been the Pharaoh 


of the oppression, 


Lesson I (XIV) 


such an invasion from the desert, these Hebrews 
might be expected to join forces with the raiders 
and overthrow the dynasty. He therefore decided 
on repressive measures. 

The increase of this alien population must be 
stopped. Pharaoh attempted to stop it by taking 
the Hebrews from their healthful and easy life as 
free herdsmen and agriculturalists and putting them 
to hard labor under the government, Slavish la- 
bor under ruthless overseers and poor living con- 
ditions would accomplish his purpose, he thought. 
Great companies of the Hebrews were set to work 
building cities on the frontier, cities with royal 
granaries for the supply of caravans and armies. 
This work they did in slave gangs, hard-driven. They 
built two such cities, Raamses and Pithom. The 
site of Pithom has been excavated. There are large 
subterranean buildings in the city. Davis’ Bible 
dictionary thus describes them: “The walls are 
nine feet thick, built of crude bricks joined by 
thin layers of mortar. A most interesting observa- 
tion was made that some bricks had been manufac- 
tured with and some without straw. Ex. 5: 10-12. 
The walls inclosed a number of rectangular cham- 
bers not communicating with each other, the only 
access to them being from above.” The excavator 
believed that these chambers were used as store- 
houses and granaries. Other slave gangs were put 
to work digging and keeping in repair the ditches 
by which the waters of the Nile were led into the 
fields, and in all sorts of field work. But relent- 
lessly and bitterly as these Hebrew slave gangs 
were driven under the overseers’, lash, the increase 
of’ population was not stopped. “The more they 
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the 
more they spread abroad.” For the hand of the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob was with 
this people. 

Pharaoh was determined. The back of this He- 
brew people must be broken. He would keep on 
driving them at slave labor. But he would do more. 
He issued an order which is scarcely surpassed in 
cruelty in the annals of the cruel East. He ordered 
that every Hebrew baby boy, as soon as it was 
born, should be snatched from its mother’s arms 
and thrown into the Nile. But still the hand of the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob was with 
this people. In spite of this murderous order a 
Hebrew boy was kept alive, and partly because of 
it he was brought up in surroundings where he re- 
ceived an invaluable training for his destiny, under 
God, as the deliverer of his people. 


MOSES IS BORN 


Among these Hebrew people there were a man 
and his wife who both belonged to the tribe of 
Levi. They had two children, an older daughter, 
Miriam, and a little son, three years old, whose 
name was Aaron. Aaron had been born before Pha- 
raoh had decreed that the Hebrew men children 
should be drowned. One day another baby was 


Pharaoh Oppresses Israel 


January 5, 1919 


born. It was a little boy! You know what that 
meant! 

You know how a mother feels about a little baby: 
and this was such a beautiful baby. His mother 
simply could not bear to think of her beautiful 
baby being drowned. So, no matter what Pharaoh 
and all the king’s guards might do to her, she made 
up her mind to save her boy. 

She gathered from the edge of the river some of 
the long, straight, three-cornered papyrus stalks, as 
big around as your finger, out of which the Egyp- 
tians made shoes and baskets and boats and paper. 
With these stalks she made a little chest which she 
cemented on the bottom and sides with bitumen to 
fasten the stalks together, and with pitch to make 
it water-tight. Then with many a prayer to God 
to keep her baby safe, she laid him in the little 
chest, closed it, slipped down to the riverside, and 
gently pushed the little chest among the flags. Then, 
leaving little Miriam to see what happened, she 
went back to the house. 

Perhaps the mother knew that the spot in which 
she had left her baby was a favorite bathing spot of 
Pharaoh’s daughter. Perhaps the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob led Pharaoh’s daughter there 
to bathe in the sacred Nile that day. We do not 
know. At any rate before very long Pharaoh’s 
daughter, whose name may have been Thermuthis 
—a great Hebrew historian says it was Thermuthis 
—came walking along the river bank attended by 
the maidens of her court. She saw the little chest 
floating among the flags. She told one of her hand- 
maidens to get it for her. The princess herself 
opened it, and the baby began to cry. “Why,” the 
princess said, “it is a little Hebrew baby. It’s 
mother is trying to save it, and it must be saved.” 
Miriam had been coming closer and closer, and now 
she said, thinking as fast as she could, “Shall I get 
a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby for you?” 
And the Princess Thermuthis said, “Do.” And 
Miriam brought the baby’s own mother to nurse it 
for the princess. So the Hebrew mother nursed her 
own baby for the Egyptian princess, and when the 
baby had grown into boyhood, he was taken away 
to the princess’ court to be brought up, and the 
princess called him Moses, which means “to draw 
out,” because she had drawn him out of the water. 


TO BE AN EGYPTIAN OR A HEBREW? 


Under the patronage of a princess of the royal 
blood, with such natural powers and such an edu- 
cation as Moses had, a great career at court opened 
before him. All that was necessary was for Moses 
to forget that he was a Hebrew and cut himself off 
from that downtrodden people. But Moses could 
not forget that Hebrew blood ran in his veins, and 
that he belonged to the people of the God of Is- 
rael. The condition of his kinsfolk galled him; it 
made his heart sick to see them slaving under the 
overseers’ lash; he was anxiously waiting for the 
chance and the day when he could rouse them and 
lead them against their oppressors. 


Lesson I (XIV) 


But his own hot blood and his failure to take God 
into account spoiled the chance. One day when he 
was observing the conditions under which the He- 
brews were working, he saw a sight that made his 
blood boil. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew. 
He could contain himself no longer—but, looking 
this way and that to see whether he was observed, 
he killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the 
sand. No doubt he thought that the rescued He- 
brew would tell others that their great brother at 
court was ready to intervene in their behalf and 
that they might look to him as their natural leader 
and deliverer. The next day he was sadly disil- 
lusioned. Going out again, he saw two Hebrews 
fighting each other. He came between them. In- 
stead of welcoming him as their deliverer, one of 
them said: “Who made you a prince and a judge 
among us Hebrews? Perhaps you think you are 
going to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yester- 
day!” If his crime was out, and the Hebrews 
whom he wanted to help and save looked on him 
as a meddlesome outsider, there was nothing for 
him to do but to leave Egypt. 


MOSES’ FLIGHT TO MIDIAN 


With a price on his head, in bitter disillusion- 
ment, Moses fled from Egypt. Gone were the pros- 
pects of a brilliant career at court, because he had 
championed the cause of his oppressed brethren; 
gone was the chance of helping them because they 
had rejected him. Sadly he wandered about in 
Midian until he came to a well. He did not much 
care what became of him or what he did. But he 
could not stand it to see some rough shepherds driv- 
ing the sheep of some women away from the well. 
He stood up and kept the shepherds off and watered 
the sheep for the women. These women turned out 
to be the seven daughters of a priest of Midian, 
named Reuel. These nomad Midianites were de- 
scendants of Abraham, through Keturah. Gen. 
25: 2-4. They seem to have worshiped the God of 
Abraham, for this priest’s name was Reuel, which 
means the “friend of God.” Moses married one of 
Reuel’s daughters, Zipporah. He called his first son 
Gershom, which probably means “banishment.” 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 

8. Who knew not Joseph. Knew nothing about 
Joseph or his services to the state, and who there- 
fore cared nothing for the Hebrews. 

9. Children of Israel. So called because of their 
descent from Jacob, who had been given the name 
Israel. Gen. 32 : 28. 

10. Let us deal wisely with them. 
measures to reduce their power. 

12. They were grieved. Literally, abhorred them. 

Ch. 2:1. Of the house of Levi ...a daughter 
of Levi. Descendants of Levi. 

2. A goodly child. A beautiful child. 

3. An ark of bulrushes. A little chest of papyrus 
stalks. Daubed it with slime and with pitch. With 
bitumen or asphalt and pitch. 


Take wise 


Pharaoh Oppresses Israel 


January 5, 1919 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What Hebrew sheik moved into Egypt with 
all his family? Why? Where did they settle? 

2. After about three hundred and fifty years what 
change came over the attitude of the Egyptian 
Government toward the Hebrews? 

3. How did Pharaoh try to crush the Hebrews? 
Describe the city of Pithom. 

4. How did Moses’ mother try to save him at 
first? 

5. Describe the little chest she made for him. 
Why did she put it among the flags at the edge of 
the river? 

6. Why did Pharaoh’s daughter take pity on the 
baby? How did it happen that he was returned to 
his own mother to nurse? 

7. Why did Moses leave Egypt? 
go? How did he feel? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 1. What do we most need to. know? 

A. We most need to know what God would have 
us believe and do. 

Q. 2. Where do we best learn what God would 
have us believe and do? 

A. We best learn what God would have us believe 
and do in the Bible. 


Where did he 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What was the special mission of the Hebrew 
people in the world? 

2. How did the large number of Hebrews and 
their position on the frontier cause concern to 
Pharaoh? 

8. How did Pharaoh first try to stop the growth 
of the Hebrew people? Describe the nature of the 
public works and of the field labor to which he put 
them. Why did this oppression not succeed in its 
purpose? 

4. How did God bring good out of the evil of 
Pharaoh’s second edict? 

5. Deseribe the education which Moses received 
at court. 

6. What career opened before Moses and why did 
he not go on with it? Heb. 11: 24-26. 

7. How was Moses disillusioned in his hope of 
helping his people? What good and what bad 
qualities did Moses display in this connection? 

8. Describe Moses’ experiences in Midian. 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to en- 
joy him for ever. 

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him? 

A. The Word of God which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 
only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy 
him. 


. 


Lesson II (XV) 


January 12, 1919 


MOSES THE LEADER OF ISRAEL 
The Golden Text—“Moses verily was faithful in all his house.”—Heb. 3: 5. 


TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 3:1-12 
For entire lesson, see Ex. 3:1 to 4:17. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Now Mo’ses kept the flock of Je’thro his father 
in law, the priest of Mid’i-an: and he led the flock 
to the backside of the desert, and came to the moun- 
tain of God, even to Ho’reb. 


2 And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto him 
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed. 


3 And Mo’ses said, I will now turn aside, and see 
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 


4. And when the Lorp saw that he turned aside 
to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Mo’ses, Mo’ses. 
am J. 


5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. 


6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, 
the God of A’bra-ham, the God of I’saac, and the 
God of Ja’cob. And Mo’ses hid his face; for he 
was afraid to look upon God. 


7 § And the Lorp said, I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in E’gypt, and 
have heard their ery by reason of their taskmasters; 
for I know their sorrows; 


8 And I am come down to deliver them out of 
the hand of the E-gyp’tians, and to bring them up 
out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto 
a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place 
of the Ca’naan-ites, and the Hit’tites, and the Am’- 
o-rites, and the Per’iz-zites, and the Hi’vites, and 
the Jeb’u-sites. . 


9 Now therefore, behold, the ery of the children 
of Is’ra-el is come unto me: and I have also seen 
the oppression wherewith the Ii-gyp’tians oppress 
them. 


10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto 
Pha’raoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Is’ra-el out of E’gypt. 


11 ¢ And Mo’ses said unto God, Who am I, that 
I should go unto Pha’raoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Is’ra-el out of E’gypt? 


12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; 
and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have 
sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the peo- 
ple out of E’gypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
mountain. 


And he said, Here 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE! 

1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian: and he led the. 
flock to the back of the wilderness, and came to 
the mountain of God, unto Horeb. 2 And the angel 
of Jehovah appeared unto him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, be- 
hold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will turn aside 
now, and’see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt. 4 And when Jehovah saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst 
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, 


Here am I. 5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: 


put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground. 6 Moreover 
he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God. 7 And Jehovah said, I have surely seen 
the affliction of my people that are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry by reason of their taskmas- 
ters; for I know their sorrows; 8 and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and to bring them up out of that land unto 
a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with 
milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Periz- 
zite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 9 And now, 
behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come 
moreover I have seen the oppression 
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come 
now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mayest bring forth my people the chil- 
dren of Israel out of Egypt. 11 And Moses said 
unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pha- 
raoh, and that I should bring forth the children 
of Israel out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly 
I will be with thee; and this shall be the token 
unto thee, that I have sent thee: when thou hast 
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve 
God upon this mountain. 


unto me: 


Additional Passages for Study: Ex. 12 : 37-42; Num. 12: 3-8; Deut. 34: 10-12; Acts 7 : 17-36. 


The Time—About 1300 B. C. 
* Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


The Place—Mount Horeb. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January 6..... Pe ee Tete See ak Moses the Leader of Israel................. Mie 3°51123 
PES Vine BTNIA LY. 64 sic sic 2 ose bibMre vinta Pe ee LO INOLCECOlT NhORGR ates econ Gros of, Sgt ees Heb. 11 : 23-29 
Wy BURCAUAY 4s) ANURT Ve Oss oo ean. ce oc siesta . Moses Defends the Oppressed............... Tors % 11-20 
eB AL SSHAIT Yon ced ADL TNAL S50) cde Wan oteae 0 ne Rh = Veoners aq The Divine Presence Promised.............. Ex. 4: 1-12 
Pita Dees ATTA TS <A sk 2, ers eee oe eee ol, o's TRt ia OBER. DOL V IG in aay oes wake aks Isa. 6: 1-8. 
RSrarETID Verse ATLUATY. 11 vc Sev he aioe a eee es SA La AATUUL WIG SMe Oo ace ot © argo ie ce Sano otha Matt. 28 : 16-20. 
PUA AI UMUATY LA Son wn cca a cis ee ee Mtoe ets Berorigt ie LOt Tue I UIney «ce cae & ieee k es = oe Deut. 33 : 25-29. 


THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE 


Year after year the merciless oppression contin- 
ued. Ten years, twenty years, forty years, sixty 
years, eighty years, and still no relief. Was this 
cruel slave-driving to go on forever? The Pharaoh 
who began the oppression died. Perhaps his suc- 
cessor would be more lenient. But no, his successor 
kept on driving and driving! It was heart-break- 
ing. The land of Goshen was a land of weary sighs. 
Had the God of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob forgotten them? Many of them had forgot- 
ten God, and now they were afraid that God had 
forgotten them. But they prayed to him with 
heavy hearts, and asked him to deliver them out 


of their bondage. And 

God heard. 

GOD HAD NOT FOR. 
GOTTEN 


God had not forgotten. 
The oppression had 
scarcely begun before 
God began to train a 
wonderful family of chil- 
dren to be the leaders of 
his free people. Was it 
not a wonderful family 
with three such children 
as Miriam, Aaron, and 
Moses in one household? 
The children of Israel 
had scarcely begun to 
sweat at bricklaying on 
the cities of Pithom and 
Raamses when God 
saved the life of Moses 
and took him into train- 
ing. We have seen what 
training Moses had—how 
he was brought up at 
court, what a first-class 
education he had, how 
well fitted he was by 
natural ability and train- 
ing to become a leader. 
We have seen, too, how 
he cast in his lot with 
his oppressed country- 
men, and how he wished 
that he could do some- 
thing to relieve them. 


Copyright by Underwood & Underwood, New York 


THE SPRING OF JETHRO 


The Arabs say that Moses here tended the 
sheep of Jethro, 
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But we have seen, too, how self-willed and _hot- 
tempered he was, how he struck without asking 
God, how he failed to trust God and blundered on 
into disaster. Do you remember how hopeless he 
felt when he wandered into the land of Midian, a 
fugitive from justice and a failure, and how he 
fell in with a priest of the country, and married 
one of his daughters, and called his first son, Ger- 
shom, which means “banishment”? 


FURTHER TRAINING FOR MOSES 


Year after year Moses lived the life of a shepherd 
in the Sinai peninsula. He had lived in the green 
valley of the Nile, in the splendor of a great court, 
set among temples and 
pyramids. Now he was 
a wandering shepherd in 
the desolation of the des- 
ert, in the silence which 
broods over such wastes, 
much of the time alone 
with his sheep and his 
thoughts and his God. 
By and by he began to 
feel better about his fail- 
ure. By and by he came 
to see that it was due to 
his lack of trust in the 
God of his fathers. By 
and by he began to feel 
that he never in all the 
world could do anything 
for himself or for his 
people, groaning and 
sighing in Egypt, unless 
God would do it through 
him. These years ia the 
wilderness taught him 
what he had to learn, 
and what all of us have 
to learn if we are to 
serve God, that without 
God we cannot do any- 
thing. 


THE CALL OF MOSES 


Then came an _ ever- 
memorable day in the 
life of Moses. He had 
led his flock across a 
stretch of desert into 
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the solemn grandeur of the Sinaitic range. Lofty 
mountain peaks in confused masses of red 
granite or dark green porphyry rose about him. 
They were intersected by the beds of winter 
torrents. Here and there were luxuriant patches 
of vegetation around perennial springs. Here as 
he pastured his flock in the solemn and awful si- 
lence, he saw a bush which probably was one of 
those “spiked, gnarled, thorny acacia trees which 
form so conspicuous a feature” in the valleys of 
the desert. Many and many an acacia tree had 
he seen. But he had never seen an acacia tree like 
this: it was flaming with fire, and yet it was not 
burned up. tt was strange. He turned to see 
what it could mean. And then a strange and awful 
voice spoke to him out of the flaming bush, calling 
him by name, “Moses, Moses,” and telling him to 
slip off his sandals, as all Orientals do on entering 


a temple or any other holy -place, because the very | 


desert ground on which he was standing was made 
holy by the presence of God. Yes, it was God. It 
was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
God of his fathers and the God of his oppressed 
kindred over in Egypt. And God wanted to teach 
Moses that the children of Israel, burning in the 
fiery furnace of affliction in Egypt, would not be 
consumed or destroyed because the God of their 
fathers was in the midst of them to deliver them, 
just as he was in the midst of the flaming acacia 
bush which was not consumed by the fire. 

Then God told Moses what he would do. He had 
heard the ery of his oppressed children. He would 
deliver them from Egypt. He would bring them 
into the land of Canaan, a good and. pleasant land, 
“a land flowing with milk and honey.” | “Come 


now,” God said to Moses, “I will send you to Pha-- 


raoh to deliver my people.” That was the eall of 


Moses. 
MOSES’ RELUCTANCE 


But what a change in Moses! Years before he 
had been quick and ready to undertake the deliv- 
erance of the children of Israel without the help of 
God. Now he was not ready to do it when God called 
him. Moses made four objections, each of which 
God answered. You may be sure that God has an 
answer for every objection ‘that you can. raise 
against his call to you to work for him. pA 

First, Moses objected that he was not equal to the 
task. Ex. 3:11. “Who am TI to go to Pharaoh 
and to deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
That was the right way for Moses to- feel. No one 
can ever do anything for God until he feels like 
that. When we think of the great wrongs that 
there are in the world, and of all the sorrow and 
anguish that people suffer because of injustice and 
cruelty, if we have any hearts in us, we burn to 
help right those wrongs. But we must be careful 
that we do not burn as Moses did when he killed the 
Egyptian. We must learn with Moses that we can- 
not do anything of ourselves. We must learn to 
say to God, “I am not equal to the task.” But God 
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Abraham, Gen. 15: 7, really meant. 
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said to Moses, “Certainly I will be with thee.” 
That ought to have been enough for Moses. That 
ought to be enough for us. If God is with us we 
can do anything. But it was not enough for Moses. 

So Moses raised another objection. He said that 
he would not know what to tell the people when they 
expressed doubts and fears about God’s purposes. 
Ex. 3:13. Moses expressed this in the oriental 
way by saying that he would not know what to tell 
the people the name of God was. We have already 
seen that names were given in those days for a dif- 
ferent reason than nowadays. For instance, Jacob’ 
was called “Jacob,” which means “supplanter,” at 
first because he was always trying to supplant 
sau. Later he was called “Israel,” which means 
“he striveth with God,” because he strove with God 
on the banks of the Jabbok. So the “name” of a 
person expressed his character. So the “name” 
of God expresses his character. In answer to Mo- 
ses’ question, God explained to Moses what his name, 
“Jehovah,” by which he had manifested himself to 
It was “I am 
that I am.” These words express the unchanging 
nature and faithfulness of God. “Tell them,” it 
meant, “that I am what I was to Abraham, and to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, and I will ever be the same.” 
That answered Moses’ second objection. 

Third, Moses raised another objection. He said 
that the people would not believe that God really 
had appeared to him and sent him to deliver them. 
Hix. 4:1. God gave him three credentials. The 
first credential was his shepherd’s staff, which 
turned into a serpent, and then back into a shep- 
herd’s staff again when he seized it at God’s com- 
mand. The serpent meant Egypt. Moses, the shep- 
herd, would overcome all the might of Egypt. The 
second credential was his hand, which at. God’s com- 
mand he thrust into the bosom of his dress. He 
drew it out covered with leprosy, but when he 
thrust the leprous hand into his bosom again, he 
withdrew it sound and well. The leprous hand rep- 
resented the children of Israel whom God told Mo- 
ses to carry in his bosom. Num. 11:12. As surely 
as the leprous hand came out of the bosom of Mo- 
ses’ dress sound and well, so surely would God 
bring’ the children of Israel out of Egypt. The third 
credential was God’s promise that the water of the 
Nile which Moses should pour on the ground would 
turn to blood. “The Nile was Egypt.” All Egypt 
worshiped the Nile. But before the mighty power 
of God all the power of great Egypt would not avail. 
So Moses was furnished with his credentials. 

Fourth, Moses raised another objection. Ex. 
4:10. He said that he was not eloquent enough 
to arouse the people. God said that he made all 
men’s mouths, and that he would go with Moses 
and teach him what to say. Still Moses hesitated. 
He said an awful thing to God, “Send anyone else 
you want to send on this mission.” Then God was 
angry, as he had a right to be, and afterwards 
gracious as Moses had no right to expect him to be. 
And God said to Moses: “Aaron your brother ig 
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even now coming from EKgypt to meet you. He can 
speak well. He will speak to the people for you.” 
The anger of God, whom Moses had so severely 
tried, and the grace of God, which Moses so little 
deserved, finally won him to that service of God 
which made him great. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. Jethro. In Ex. 2: 18 Jethro is called “Reuel,” 
which was probably his personal name. Jethro 
means “his excellence,” and was probably Reuel’s 
honorary title as priest. To the back of the wil- 
derness. ‘Tio the other side of the wilderness. 
Horeb. The relation between Horeb and Sinai is 
obscure. Probably they are the same. 

2. The angel of Jehovah. In y. 4 it is Jehovah 
himself. 

5. Put off thy shoes from off thy feet. Orientals 
will not carry the possible defilement on their san- 
dals into a holy place. 

8. Flowing. with milk and honey. “Milk and 
honey are the simplest and choicest productions of 
a land abounding in grass and flowers.” Canaanite 

. Jebusite. Canaan was such a “good land” that 
it supported six nations. 

11. Who am I? A rhetorical question equivalent 
to saying, “I am not the man to do it.” 

12. Serve God upon this mountain. 
God there. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Describe the condition of the children of Is- 
rael. How long had they been in this condition? 

2. How were the children of Israel disappointed 
when the Pharaoh who began the oppression died? 

3. What did they do then that they ought to 
have done long before? Why hadn’t they done it 
before? 

4. Show that God had not forgotten them during 
all this time. 

5. How did Moses’ early training fit him to de- 
liver the children of Israel? What did he lack? 
How was the lack supplied? 
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6. What did the “burning bush” mean? 

7. Was Moses right in saying that he was not 
equal to the task? What ought he to have said 
when God told him, “Certainly I will be with thee”? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 3. What is the Bible? 

A. The Bible is the Word of God, a collection of 
books, written by men who were guided by God to 
teach us about himself and his will. 

Q. 4. How is the Bible divided? 

A. The Bible is divided into two parts: the Old 
Testament containing thirty-nine books and the New 
Testament containing twenty-seven books. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. How was Moses unfitted for leadership when 
he left Egypt? 

2. What did he learn during the forty years in 
the land of Midian? How can we learn the same 
thing? 

3. What did God intend co teach him by “the 
b irning bush’? 

4. When God said to Moses, “Certainly I will be 
with thee,’ why did-Moses hesitate? Why do we 
hesitate? He says the same to us. 

5. What objections did M-ses raise, and how did 
God answer them? Do we ever raise similar ob- 
jections? Are there any answers? 

6. Was the anger of God against Moses justified? 
Is God justified in being angry with us when we 
say, “Let some one else do it”? 

7. What wrongs need to be righted to-day? 
can lead in righting them? 


Who 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God re- 
quires of man. 


Lesson TIT (XVD—THE PASSOVER 


The Golden Text—“Even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.”—I Cor. 5: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, 


EX. 12: 1-14 


For entire lesson, see Hx. 11:1 to 12: 36. 


COMMON VERSION 

1 And the Lorp spake unto Mo’ses and Aa’ron 
in the land of E’gypt, saying, 

2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of 
months: it shall be the first month of the year to 
you. 

3 § Speak ye unto all the congregation of Is’ra-el, 

saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

1 And Jehovah spake unto Moses and Aaron in 
the land of Egypt, saying, 2 This month shall be 
unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the 
first month of the year to you. 3 Speak ye unto all 
the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day 
of this month they shall take to them every man a 
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take to them every man a lamb, according to the lamb, according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for 
house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: a household: 4 and if the household be too little 
4, And if the household be too little for the lamb, forsudlaribe then sie [lhe me citeene teh beard Pear 


let him and his neighbour next unto his house take : : 
it according to the number of the souls; every man bis house take one according to the number of the 


according to his eating shall make your count for the souls; according to every man’s eating ye shall 


ee 1 hall be witl blemish leche make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall 
Betas iat De rnc eh Le eae be without blemish, a male a year old: ye shall 


the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, : 
or from the goats: take it from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 and ye 


6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same 
day of the same month: and the whole assembly of — month ; and the whole assembly of the congregation 
es congregation of Is’ra-el shall kill it in the even- Of Taracl BHATT EAILeie ate oven ey Ae ee 

7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it take of the blood, and put it on the two side posts 
on the two side posts and on the upper door post and on the lintel, upon the houses wherein they 


of a ee ae bei Sr “a It. ; shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the flesh in that 
eae hire rare Seether ate es de weve mabe or night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with 
herbs they, sinll ca tat : _ bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Eat not of it raw, 


9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; 
but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with its head with its legs and with the inwards thereof. 
the SE geet ater SAR 10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 

10 And ye shall let nothing’ of it remain until ~morning; but that which remaineth of it until the 


the morning; and that which remaineth of it un‘il ; F 
the morning ye shall burn with fire. morning-ye shall burn with fire. 11 And thus shall 


11 § And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins ye eat it: with your loins girded, your shoes on 
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye 
your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the shall eat it in haste: it is Jehovah’s passover. 12 


LorD’s passover. : 
a : For I will go through the land of Egypt in that 
12 For I will pass through the land of E t 
Ne band “wall athibe atl kha eR darth a niel Sea fl aera ee aie eT 


this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the 
land of E’gypt, both man and beast; and against of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the 
all ae Bods of E’gypt I will execute judgment: I gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am Je- 
am the Lorp. 

13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon Bava She Sener b0o) bo ae ee 
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, token upon the houses where ye are: and when I 
I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall 


upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of no plague be upon you to destroy you, when I smite 
E’gypt. the land of Egypt. 14 And this day shall be unto 


iy 48 fame cae vaca A Scr ig resis 5 ae you for a memorial, and ye shall keep it a feast to 


throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a Jehovah: throughout your generations ye shall keep 


feast by an ordinance for ever. it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 
The Time—About 1300 B. C. The Place—Egypt. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday, January 13. cst ae See The Passover! feats nee ee fase Grae Sea, Ex. 12: 1-14. 
Tuesday, January’ 147) 3005 hoe ee ee “WhatiiMean: Yerics oni Ae eae Ex. 12 : 21-28. 
Wednesday, January15 6.420, eh daet The Lamb Without Blemish............... I Peter 1 : 13-23. 
Thursday, January 16) 5200. ieee FShe:Cup of -Sdlvation{.2. cat eae eae Ps:/116': 1-33: 
Friday, January. 1h no eee ee A> Great. Passover.titt-25 an eee ee IT Chron. 30 : 13-22. 
Saturday, January 18................... Lest We Worgete.:. urs ns tame «us ere teers Deut. 8: 11-20. 
Sunday; January #19; 29.20). 2a, 2 eee Do This in Remembrance.........s.0.ce<- Matt. 26 : 20-29. 

REBELLION AGAINST GOD Everything continues moment by moment as it is, 


Can there be anything more foolish and awful because he made it so, and because moment by mo- 
than rebellion against the living and true God? We ment he keeps it so. He made us. He made the 
are utterly dependent on God. He made the world bodies in which we live, and moment by moment he 
in which we live and the starry heavens above us. keeps the breath of life in them. He made our 

‘ 
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spirits “in his own image.” Every thought in our 
minds, every feeling in our hearts, every purpose of 
our wills, is a sign to us that God made us and 
keeps us. Every single sin and all sin together is 
foolish and awful rebellion against the living and 
true God. 

There was a Pharaoh of the great land of Egypt 
—perhaps Meneptah II was his name—who re- 
belled against the living and true God in the most 
wicked and stubborn way. Moses and Aaron stood 
before him, and said to him, “Thus saith Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, Let my people go.” Ex. 5:1. 
And Pharaoh said this foolish and awful thing: 
“Why should I listen to Jehovah? I will not let 
Israel go. And just to show my contempt for this 
Jehovah I will oppress the children of 
Israel all the more.” 

Then there followed a terrible strug- 
gle between God and the stubborn, 
hard, and wicked Pharaoh. You may 
read about that struggle in Exodus. 
Chs. 6 to 11. Not all the punishments 
and warnings of God broke the hard 
heart of Pharaoh, nor inclined his 
wicked will to do the simple justice to 
the children of Israel which God de- 
manded. What a lesson in the stub- 
bornness and rebellion of our own 
hearts! 


THE BIRTH OF A NATION 


Terrible things had been happening, 
things which had drawn the children 
of Israel closer and closer together. 
They had been neglecting their God and 
forgetting him. Then, in the anguish 
of their oppression, they had cried to 
him. Now their God, the God of their 
fathers, was working and fighting for 
the people-of Israel. 

The awful struggle was mounting to 
its climax. One more “stroke” and the 
rebellious will ‘of Pharaoh and the 
Egyptian people would be broken. The 
first-born of every living thing in re- 
bellious Egypt was to die in the night, 
from the first-born of Pharaoh on the 
throne to the first-born of the cattle in the stall. 
Who had given life to every living thing in Egypt 
from the throne to the cattle stall? The living and 
true God, against whom Pharaoh and the people of 
Egypt had rebelled, and kept on rebelling, whom 
they were defying and denying, in spite of repeated 
punishments and warnings. Surely “it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God”; to 
rebel against him in our hard hearts, and defy him, 
and deny him! 


The Passover 


But why should the children of Israel escape the - 


death that was to be abroad in Egypt on that fatal 
night? They, too, had rebelled against God in for- 
getting him and neglecting to do his will. Why 
should they not suffer with the rebellious Egyp- 
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tians? Because God wanted to teach them, and 
through them to teach us, the great lesson of his 
grace—of the free and unmerited favor he will 
show to all who repent. 

God told them that the night in which he would 
deliver them from their sins and from the bondage 
of Egypt should mark the real beginning of their 
history as a nation. Ex. 12:2. On the fifteenth 
day of that month, he would deliver them. That 
was to be a never-to-be-forgotten day in their his- 
tory. V. 14. For generation to generation that 
day was to be kept holy to their God. Vs. 24, 25. 
That night they were to eat the feast of the pass- 
over, and that feast was to be a perpetual feast of 
remembrance. The passover feast is celebrated to 


By permission of Dr. Putnam Cady 


THE HAND OF MIGHT ON JERUSALEM HOUSES 


The hand on the door shown in the illustration is not the mark made by 
the hyssob but it is a sign stamped in blood or carved or painted on the lintel 
of doorways and found at.all times in Jerusalem and various parts of Pales- 
tine. It isasymbol of divine protective power and is called the ‘hand of 
might,” or the ‘protecting hand of Jehovah.” 


this day by the blood descendants of those ancient 
Hebrews. And Christians keep it still when they 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper: “Even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us.” I Cor. 5:7. That 
passover feast was the birth of the Hebrew nation. 


THE PASSOVER 


Exodus 12 : 23 explains why the feast was called 
the feast of the passover. It was because Jehovah 
“passed over” the houses of the children of Israel, 
on which the blood of the sacrificial lambs was 
sprinkled, that night when the first-born of re- 
bellious Egypt died. The children of Israel did not 
deserve to be passed over; they deserved to die in 
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Egypt for their sins. But God passed over them, 
in view of the blood of the sacrificed lambs. 


THE PASSOVER AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Now let us study the most important verses in the 
lesson text, and refer to Matt. 26: 17-29, so that 
we can see what the passover meant to the children 
of Israel on the night of their redemption, and what 
the Lord’s Supper means to Christians redeemed by 
Christ. 

V. 1. The first passover was appointed by God 
himself. The first Lord’s Supper was instituted 
by our Lord Jesus himself, while he was eating the 
passover with his disciples. Matt. 26:17, 19, 26. 

V. 2. The month in which the passover was first 
celebrated was thereafter to be the first month of 
the year in the Hebrew calendar. It marked a new 
beginning. So the first time we take the Lord’s 
Supper marks a new beginning in our spiritual his- 
tory. 

V. 3. The children of Israel were to prepare for 
the passover by selecting a lamb for each household 
four days in advance of the feast. Compare Matt. 
26:17, 18. So Christians prepare for taking the 
Lord’s Supper by prayer, meditation, self-examina- 
tion, “preparatory services,’ and the like. 

V. 4. “Each lamb should be just sufficient for the 
sacrificial meal of a company, so that if a family 
were too small, it should join with another.” Soa 
whole Christian family, a church, celebrates the 
Lord’s Supper together. 

V. 5. The lamb was to be without blemish. The 
sacrifice for sin must be itself blameless. There 
is no mention of the sacrificial lamb at the passover 
in connection with which our Lord instituted the 
Lord’s Supper because our Lord himself was the 
“lamb without blemish and without spot.” I Peter 
1:18, 19. They were saved by the blood of lambs; 
we are saved by “precious blood .. . even the blood 
of Christ,” of which the broken bread representing 
his broken body and the cup representing his blood 
shed for the remission of sins speak to us. Matt. 
20iaua: 

V. 7. They were to sprinkle the blood on the 
doorposts and lintels of their houses with a bunch 
of hyssop. V. 22. This little flowering plant was 
thought to have cleansing properties, and so it rep- 
resented cleansing. Compare Ps. 51:7. The blood 
was sprinkled on the houses as an open sign that 
the family in the house desired to take advantage 
of the grace of God and to be numbered with his 
saved people. Ex. 12:13. Our taking the Lord’s 
Supper means the same thing. 

Vs. 8, 9. The lamb was to be roasted with fire. 
No water was to be allowed to mingle with it, and 
none of it was to be allowed to pass into the water. 
The lamb, whole and alone, was to be eaten. So 
our hope and trust is in Christ and Christ alone. 
“Other refuge have I none.” Unleavened bread was 
also to be eaten. It was the emblem of purity 
and sincerity—it was bread without the foreign ele- 
ment of leaven in it. Compare Ley. 2:11; I Cor. 
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5:7, 8. So we are to eat the Lord’s Supper with 
pure and sincere hearts. Bitter herbs were also to 
be eaten. They represented the bitterness of bond- 
age in Hgypt. So, when we take the Lord’s Supper, 
we are to remember the bitterness of our own sins, 
and to thank God for freedom from bondage to 
them. 

V. 11. The children of Israel were to eat the 
passover with every sign of their faith in the de- 
liverance which God promised. They were to have 
their flowing robes girded tightly around them, 
ready for traveling. They were to have their 
marching shoes on their feet. They were to have 
their walking staves in their hands. They were to 
eat in haste, ready to march out of Egypt when 
their deliverance should be wrought. So we are to 
eat the Lord’s Supper in faith, with every sign that 
we know that God will deliver us from sin—with 
joy and thankfulness, and with our loins girded, and 
our walking shoes on, and our staves in our hands, 
all. ready to serve him when the feast is over. 

V. 14. The passover was to be a perpetual me- 


-morial of the redemption of the children of Israel. 
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So the Lord’s Supper is to be a perpetual memorial 
of our redemption through the blood of Christ until 
he comes again. Compare I Cor. 11: 26. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


Most of these are explained above. 

5. Or from the goats. A kid could be sacrificed 
instead of a lamb. 

6. At even. The Hebrews reckoned the day from 
sunset one day to sunset the next, not from midnight 
to midnight as we do. 

7. Lintel. The transverse piece of wood consti- 
tuting the upper part of the doorway. 

10. And ye shall let nothing of it remain. It 
was considered holy, and could not be put to com- 
mon uses. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why is it a foolish and awful thing to rebel 
against God? How did Pharaoh rebel against God, 
and how do we rebel against him every day? 

2. What was the meaning of the feast of the 
passover ? : 

3. What preparations were to be made for the 
feast? 

4. What was to be done with the blood of the 
lambs? Why? 

5. Why were unleavened bread and bitter herbs 
to be eaten? 

6. Why were they to eat the passover “in haste”? 

7. Why is Christ called “our passover”? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 5. What does the Bible teach about God? 

A. The Bible teaches that God is our heavenly 
Father who made all things and rules over all in 
wisdom and righteousness and love, 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. How does Pharaoh’s attitude toward God il- 
lustrate every sin and all sin? 

2. Why did God “pass over” the houses of the 
children of Israel and not over the houses of the 
people of Egypt? 

3. How does God show us the same “grace” which 
he showed to the children of Israel? 

4. What can we learn from the blood on the door- 
posts and lintels about the necessity of confessing 
Christ? 

5. What do we mean when we call Christ “the 
Lamb of God’? 
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6. In what ways is the Lord’s Supper like the 
passover ? 

7. Why were the children of Israel commanded to 
repeat the passover? Why do we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper again and again? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 4. What is God? 

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchange- 
able, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness, and truth. 

(Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 


CROSSING THE RED SEA 


The Golden Text—“The Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians.”—Ex. 14 : 30. 


TEXT OF LESSON, 


BX? (42) toplp?2 


For entire lesson, see Hx. 14:1 to 15: 21. 


COMMON VERSION 


14: 21 And Mo’ses stretched out his hand over the 
sea; and the Lorp caused the sea to go back by a 
strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. 

22 And the children of Is’ra-el went into the 
midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the 
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, 
and on their left. 

23 ¢ And the E-gyp’tians pursued, and went in 
after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pha’- 
raoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 

24. And it came to pass, that in the morning 
watch the Lorp looked unto the host of the E-gyp’- 
tians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and 
troubled the host of the E-gyp’tians, 

25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they 
drave them heavily: so that the E-gyp’tians said, 
Let us flee from the face of Is’ra-el; for the Lorp 
fighteth for them against the K-gyp’tians. 

26 § And the Lorp said unto Mo’ses, Stretch out 
thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come 
again upon the E-gyp’tians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen. 

27 And Mo’ses stretched forth his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the 
morning appeared; and the E-gyp’tians fled against 
it; and the Lorp overthrew the E-gyp’tians in the 
midst of the sea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the 
chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pha’- 
raoh that came into. the sea after them; there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. 

29 But the children of Is’ra-el walked upon dry 
land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were 


a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left. 


2 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


14:21 And Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea; and Jehovah caused the sea to go back 
by a strong east wind all the night, and made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And 
the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a 
wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in 
after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And it 
came to pass in the morning watch, that Jehovah 
looked forth upon the host of the Hgyptians through 
the pillar of fire and of cloud, and discomfited the 
host of the Egyptians. 25 And he took off their 
chariot wheels, and they drove them heavily; so 
that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face 
of Israel; for Jehovah fighteth for them against 
the Egyptians. 

26 And Jehovah said unto Moses, Stretch out thy 
hand over the sea, that the waters may come again 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon 
their horsemen. 27 And Moses stretched forth his 
hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its 
strength when the morning appeared; and _ the 
Egyptians fled against it; and Jehovah overthrew 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 And the 
waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 
horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh that went 
in after them into the sea; there remained not so 
much as one of them. 29 But the children of Israel 
walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and 
the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left. 30 Thus Jehovah saved 
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
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30 Thus the Lorp saved Is’ra-el that day out of | and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea- 
the hand of the E-gyp’tians; and Is’ra-el saw the shore. 381 And Israel saw the great work which 
E-gyp’tians dead upon the sea shore. Jehovah did upon the Egyptians, and the people 

31 And Is’ra-el saw that great work which the feared Jehovah: and they believed in Jehovah, and 
Lorp did upon the E-gyp’tians: and the people jn his servant Moses. 
feared the Lorp, and believed the Lorp, and his 
servant Mo’ses. 

* * * * * 


* * * * * 


15:1 Then sang Moses and the children of Is- 
rael this song unto Jehovah, and spake, saying, 


15:1 Then sang Mo’ses and the children of Is'- I will sing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed 
ra-el this song unto the Lorp, and spake, saying, I 


. . a gloriously: 
will sing unto the Lorp, for he hath triumphed TN 4 
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the 
sea, 


into the sea. SN 
2 The Lorp is my strength and song, and he is 2 Jehovah ae strength and RES 
become my salvation: he is my God, and I will pre- And he is become my salvation: 
pare him an habitation; my father’s God, and I This is my God, and I will praise him; 
will exalt him. My father’s God, and I will exalt him. 


Additional Passages for Study: Deut. 4 : 32-40; Ps. 78: 1-14; 106: 7-12; Heb. 11: 29. 


The Time—About 1300 B. C. The Place—Near the modern Suez. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January,.20 aie wcls nuns een esata Pharaoh Pursuing Istaelo.irar cas seen se ine Ex. 14: 1-9. 
Tuesday, January 217 viuscest cee ee eee Israel Troubled by His Coming............. Ex. 14: 10-20. 
W ednesday; J anuary: goss a. oe oo eh + hehe Israel’ Crossing-the Red Sear vo. n. ae es 22 Ex. 14 :.21-31. 
Thursday;'J anuary-25 one on pes een A’ Songors Del veratices sot satis tae eee Ex. 15: 1-13. 
Friday; ‘January (2402-22 27 oss Soe eee This Deliverance Commemorated............Ps. 106: 1-12. 
Saturday; January. he fuse a cee Oommen ae God's’ Mighty Hand). oo eet ee eee Deut. 4 : 32-40. 
Sunday, January 262%. fea take wee ee The Song of Moses and the Lamb........... Rev., ch. 15. 
DELIVERANCE AT LAST GOD LEADS THEM 
Dreadful midnight is past. Out of their houses, They were gathered at Succoth. They were on 


whose blood-stained doorposts and lintels have pro- their way to Canaan. Look now at the map. Which 
tected them, by the grace of God, from the death way should they go? The great highway, called 
abroad in rebellious Egypt, stream the redeemed “way of the land of the Philistines,” led directly 
children of Israel. The stricken Egyptians load along the southern shore of the Mediterranean into 
them with presents, crying, “Take this, and this, Canaan, where the warlike Philistines were pow- 
and this, and begone, for we are all dead men.” erful. God did not lead them that way. They were 
They had eaten the passover, girded, shod, and with just a great horde of oppressed men, women, and 
their staves in the hands. Now they burden their children, only last night-delivered from heartbreak- 
asses with household stuff and the Egyptian pres- ing years of slavery. They were a baby nation. 
ents; they bind their kneading troughs in the bun- They had some organization but as yet little na- 
dles of clothes which they swing to their backs; tional spirit. God was leading them, and he would 
they gather their flocks and herds, and six hun- not put them to the hard test of the Philistines so 
dred thousand of them besides women and children soon. So the immense caravan turned east toward 
(about two million in all) crowd all the roads of the desert. In their first march they came to 
the land of Goshen on the way to the rendezvous Etham, which probably means “boundary.” Now 
at Succoth. Succoth is probably only a Hebrew they were at the frontiers; now they faced the 
way of saying the Egyptian Thuku, the name of desert. 

the secular city surrounding the sacred Pithom. If But was God really leading them? Yes, Jehovah 
this is so, the redeemed Israelites, on their way delivered them out of Egypt and Jehovah was lead- 
to freedom, gathered in the suburbs of a city which ing them! Later generations never forgot the glori- 
they had built under Egyptian slave-drivers. Ex. ous way in which Jehovah made his leadership so 
1:11. They were redeemed by the grace of God. plain that their forefathers could see it. We are 
At the rendezvous they acknowledged the grace of told that sometimes when caravans or armies moved 
God in sparing their first-born by consecrating the across desert wastes in the East, “small iron ves- 
first-born of every family to God. Out of that con- sels or grates, with wood fires burning in them 
secration, grew afterwards the consecration of the [were] fastened at the end of long poles, and ear- 
tribe of Levi to the service of God in the taber- ried as a guide in front, by which the direction of 
nacle and the Temple. Ex. 13: 11-16; Num.3: 11-13. the road was indicated in the daytime by the smoke, 
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and at night by the light of the fire.” But no 
such brazier went before this great caravan of the 
covenant people. Their God, Jehovah, who had ap- 
peared to Moses in the burning bush, went visibly 
before them in a pillar of fire by night, and in a 
pillar of cloud enwrapping the fire by day. By 
day and by night the pillar of cloud and of fire led 
them. Be sure to read Ex. 19:16, 18; 24: 16, 17; 
33:9-11; 40:34, 35, and see how the glory of 
Jehovah afterwards appeared to them. 

This visible leadership of Jehovah was all the 
more necessary since now the children of Israel re- 
ceived strange orders, orders which they did not 
understand and which Pharaoh did not understand. 
They were told to turn southward along the Bitter 
Lakes, and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Mig- 
dol and the sea. Pi-hahiroth was an important 
Egyptian city. Migdol means 
“tower” and was probably a 
watch-and-signal tower along Fee 
the frontier. They were to en- CS 
camp in the vicinity of this 
Egyptian city, between an 
Egyptian signal tower and the 
sea! When the huge, unwieldy 
caravan reached the camping 
place, they found themselves in 
a perilous position. In front of 
them, to the east, was the up- 
per end of that long arm of the 
Red Sea which we call the Gulf 
of Suez, and they were prob- 
ably nearly opposite what is 
now the town of Suez at the 
lower end of the Suez Canal; 
to the west and south were im- 
passable mountains; and behind 
them was Egypt! What could 
God mean by leading them to 
such a place? When the news 
came back to Pharaoh—per- 
haps sent back from this very 
Migdol— Pharaoh thought 
“EFhey are entangled in the 
land, the wilderness hath shut 
them in”; he thought that his 
escaping slaves had wandered aimlessly into a trap, 
and now he had them again. Pharaoh thought that 
Jehovah had failed them at last. Jehovah had de- 
livered them once “with a high hand,” but Jehovah 
could not save them now. So the royal guards were 
called out; the war chariots, six hundred of them, 
and the cavalry; the hastily summoned might of the 
great land of Egypt! Swiftly the flying corps was 
mobilized, and the war horses were hard driven and 
ridden to the northern mouth of the trap! 


GOD DELIVERS THEM AGAIN 
What a panic among the defenseless fugitives 
now! Forgotten were the mighty “strokes” by 
which Jehovah had delivered them from Egypt! 
Forgotten was the grace of Jehovah which spared 
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their first-born! Forgotten were the pillar of cloud 
and of fire, Jehovah’s visible and glorious presence, 
which had led them there! Forgotten everything 
except the sea to the east, the mountains to the 
south, the mountains to the west, and the glittering 
army of Egypt to the north! Read their despairing 
cries to Moses in Ex. 14: 11, 12—far better, they 
thought, to be slaves in Egypt forever than to die 
like rats in this trap! There was no way out; no 
way out, north, south, east, or west; no way out 
but Jehovah’s way out; and that was what they 
were to learn—it was Jehovah and Jehovah alone 
who had delivered them! No one but Moses be- 
lieved that Jehovah had a way out! But how great 
does Moses seem as he cries to the panic-stricken 
mob, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation 
of Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day.” 


j 


Prisse d’ Avennes 


RAMSES II IN HIS CHARIOT 


Be sure to learn by heart all that Moses said. Vs. 
13, 14. 

Night was falling on the children of Israel in 
this desperate plight. Surely the Egyptian angel 
of death would do deadlier work among them that 
night than Jehovah’s angel of death had done among 
the Egyptians on passover night! But, what was 
this? The pillar of cloud and of fire moved from 
in front of their camp and stood between them and 
the Egyptians. Could that mean that Jehovah 
would really save them after all? How was it pos- 
sible? But the Egyptians were in no hurry—their 
feeble quarry was safe, and besides the weather was 
so cloudy and heavy that they could no longer see 
the Israelite encampment, and there was a rising 
east wind! ; ' 
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Under the shelter of the cloudy pillar, Moses 
stretched out his rod over the waters of the Red 
Sea. The east wind blew in such fury as was 
never known before. As Moses afterwards said, it 
was the blast of the nostrils of God. Ex. 15: 8. 
A furious east wind has been again and again ob- 
served in these regions since then. Indeed, Major- 
General Tulloch reports that he himself observed, 
how “under a strong east wind the waters of Lake 
Menzaleh at the entrance to the Suez Canal re- 
ceded for a distance of seven miles.” But there 
never was an east wind so furious across the Red 
Sea as this east wind which piled the waters up 
to the right and the left and made a wide pathway 
across the sea bottom for God’s people! As Dr. 
Marcus Dods writes: “History has no scene more 
picturesque than this wild night march, in the roar 
of tempest, amid the flying foam which ‘baptized’ 
them unto Moses, I Cor. 10:2, while the glimmer- 


ing waters stood up like a rampart to protect their. 


flanks; the full moon of passover above them, 
shown and hidden as the swift clouds raced before 
the storm, while high and steadfast overhead, un- 
shaken by the fiercest blast, illumined by a mys- 
terious splendor, ‘stood’ the vast cloud which veiled 
hke a curtain their whole host from the pursuer.” 
So Jehovah was their salvation as they passed, men, 
women, and children and all their flocks and herds, 
over the dry bed of the Red Sea, out of the hopeless 
trap! 


GOD PUNISHES THE EGYPTIANS 


If it was a fearful thing to rebel against God, to 
say to God, “I will not let Israel go,” who can say 
how fearful a thing it is to keep on rebelling against 
God; to persist in stony wickedness against the 
will of God when that will has been as plainly 
shown as God’s will had been to Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians? But neither the plagues, God’s “strokes,” 
nor the death of the first-born, nor the protecting 
cloudy pillar had taught Pharaoh and his hosts that 
“fear of Jehovah,” which is “the beginning of wis- 
dom.” Toward morning, at Pharaoh’s command, 
the war chariots and the cavalry were on the move 
to fall on the rear guard of the children of Israel 
yet in the crossing. But in that “morning watch,” 
while the Egyptian hosts were riding over the 
sea bottom, the fire of Jehovah’s presence burst 
suddenly upon them through the pillar of cloud. 
The awful sight threw them into confusion and 
panic. As Dr. Edersheim says: “The wheels of 
their chariots became clogged, the sand beneath 
them seemed to soften under the fiery glow, and 
they drove heavily. With that light from the fiery 
cloud, the conviction flashed upon them that it was 
Jehovah who fought for Israel and against them.” 
They turned to flee. But it was too late: they had 
too long resisted, defied, and denied the living God. 
At God’s command Moses again stretched his rod 
over the waters. As the sun rose in its morning 
splendor, the wind veered, the ramparts of waters 
fell and rushed together, overwhelming in awful 
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confusion Pharaoh, Egyptian captains and chariots, 
horses, charioteers and cavalrymen. And God’s sun 
looked down on his covenant people safe on the 
farther bank of the Red Sea, and on the bodies 
of their oppressors, the Egyptian defiers of the liv- 
ing God, gently washed upon its shores! 


THE SONG OF MOSES 


What a God was their Jehovah! What a prom- 
ise-keeping, what a wonder-working, never-failing 
God! Not twelve hours before they had been ter- 
ror-stricken, hopeless, unbelieving fugitives, doomed 
between the sea, the mountains, and the Egyptians. 
And now! And now when they “saw the great work 
which Jehovah did upon the Egyptians,” they 
“feared Jehovah: and they believed in Jehovah, 
and in his servant Moses.” And Moses, who in that 
awful hour had stood alone with his “Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah,” Mo- 
ses had seen the salvation of Jehovah, and he could 
no longer contain himself in the glorious triumph 
of his faith in Jehovah’s power! Moses burst into 
an immortal song! We have it in the fifteenth 
chapter. It is an immortal song in praise and 
adoration of Jehovah. It is composed of three | 
gradually increasing strophes, each of which com- 
mences with the praise of Jehovah, and ends with 
a description of the overthrow of the Egyptian 
hosts. Vs. 2-5, 6-10, 11-18. The third strophe, vs. 
11-18, looks forward with adoring confidence to the 
future, and shows the enemies yet to be conquered 
before Canaan is won—the Philistines, “the chiefs 
of Edom ... the mighty men of Moab, .. . all 
the inhabitants of Canaan”’—as trembling before 
the power of Jehovah who has redeemed Israel. 
“Jehovah shall reign for ever and ever.” So, led by 
Miriam and the dancing women, the children of Is- 
rael sang the song of Moses to Jehovah who had 
triumphed gloriously! 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


25. Took off their chariot wheels. Perhaps this 
should be read “bound their wheels,” and so made 
them drive heavily. This may have been due to 
their sinking in the sand. 

27. Returned to its strength. Or, to its wonted 
flow. Fled against it. The wind began to blow 
from the west, and the Egyptians tried to flee 
against the sea driven by the wind. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What preparations did the children of Israel 
make for their flight from Egypt? 

2. How would they feel when they looked at the 
marks on their doorposts and lintels? 

3. What went before the caravan from Etham? 

4. How does God guide us? 

5. Why were the children of Israel panic-stricken 
when they camped by the Red Sea? 

6. How did God deliver them? How does God 
deliver us? 
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7. Why did the children of Israel sing? Why 


should we sing? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 6. Is there more than one God? 

A. There is only one God, the living and true 
God; yet in three persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Show from what happened at Suececoth that 
consecration always follows redemption. 

2. Why did God not lead the children of Israel 
by “the way of the land of the Philistines”? 

3. Does God deal with us in the same way? 
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4. How was the faith of the children of Israel 
tried? Who stood the test? 

5. What is a temptation? 
from temptations? 

6. Why were Pharaoh and his hosts overwhelmed 
in the Red Sea? 

7. What is the theme of the song of Moses? 
What will be the theme of the song of the redeemed 
in heaven? Rev. 15:3 


ow. 
The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the God- 
head? 

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in 
power and glory. 


How are we delivered 


Lesson V (XVILD—THE GIVING OF THE MANNA 
The Golden Text—‘Give us this day our daily bread.’—Matt. 6: 11. 
TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 16: 11-18, 31-35 


For entire lesson, see Hx., ch. 16. 


COMMON VERSION 


11 ¢ And the Lorp spake unto Mo’ses, saying, 

12 I have heard=the murmurings of the children 
of Is’ra-el: speak unto them, saying, At even ye 
shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled 
with bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lorp 
your God. 

13 And it came to pass, that at even the quails 
came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning 
the dew lay round about the host. 

14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, be- 
hold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a 
small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the 
ground. 

15 And when the children of Is’ra-el saw it, they 
said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not 
what it was. And Mo’ses said unto them, This is 
the bread which the Lorp hath given you to eat. 

16 § This is the thing which the Lorp hath com- 
manded, Gather of it every man according to his 
eating, an omer for every man, according to the 
number of your persons; take ye every man for 
them which are in his tents. 

17 And the children of Is’ra-el did so, and gath- 
ered, some more, some less. 

18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he 
that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they gathered eevery 
man according to his eating. 

* * 


* * 


31 And the house of Is’ra-el called the name 
thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, 
white; and the taste of it was like wafers made 
with honey. 


* 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


11 And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, 12 I 
have heard the murmurings of the children of Is- 
rael: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall 
eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah your 
God. 

13 And it came to pass at. even, that the quails 
came up, and covered the camp: and in the morn- 
ing the dew lay round about the camp. 14 And 
when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon 
the face of the wilderness a small round thing, 
small as the hoar-frost on the ground. 15 And when 
the children of Israel saw it, they said one to an- 
other, What is it? for they knew not what it was. 
And Moses said unto them, It is the bread which 
Jehovah hath given you to eat. 16 This is the thing 
which Jehovah hath commanded, Gather ye of it 
every man according to his eating; an omer a head, 
according to the number of your persons, shall ye 
take it, every man for them that are in his tent. 
17 And the children of Israel did ,so, and gathered 
some more, some less. 18 And when they measured 
it with an omer, he that gathered much had noth- 
ing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; 
they gathered every man according to his eating. 

* * 


* * 


31 And the house of Israel called the name 
thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, 
white; and the taste of it was like wafers made 
with honey. 32 And Moses said, This is the thing 
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32 § And Mo’ses said, This is the thing which the which Jehovah hath commanded. Let an omerful 
Lorp yasvenoeeer A hie eee of it to aad oe a it be kept Se $503 ep psn that 
your generations; tha ney may see the brea they may see the bread wherewit ed you in 
Wea I we ee a oat a faa as when I the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the 

FOUBNY YOU TOM: {TOMO The JONG TOL sks SY DS. land of Egypt. 33 And Moses said unto Aaron, 

33 And Mo’ses at unto aren aig pot, and = Take a pot, and put an omerful of manna therein, 
put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up ang lay it up before Jehovah, to be kept through- 
before the Lorp, to be kept for your generations. : 

. ‘ out your generations. 34 As Jehovah commanded 

34 As the Lorp commanded Mo’ses, so Aa’ron pe : 
aed s : EY, Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, 
laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. fe kent Sho Andie Cte a Paniceee 

35 And the children of Is’ra-el did eat manna © Pe Kept. See Or PET Oi pie re Lape teres 

the manna forty years, until they came to a land 


forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; ; , : ’ 
they did eat manna, until they came unto the bor- inhabited; they did eat the manna, until they came 
unto the borders of the land of Canaan. 


ders of the land of Ca’naan. y 
Additional Passages for Study: Ps. 65 : 9-13; 104: 10-15; Matt. 6: 24-34; Acts 14: 17. 


The Time—A month after leaving Egypt. The Place—The Wilderness of Sin. 
| DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE ; TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January. 27.2. hes hy ican ee The Giving of the Manna 45 sasie. weaea clea Ex. 16: 11-20. 
Tuesaday, January 283. 3c sey sak eee ee To Be Gathered sa riys ntact on oiece spears Ex. 16: 21-30. 
Wednesday, January 29.7%, ote notice nie tee The Pot: OF IaTNAS saw taare 2 oe a cee rae eee ete Ex. 16 : 31-36. 
Thursday; January. 30 ¢5).¢. et ee Ours DanytBresn Gee, we tds ee ie wee wwe a Matt. 6 : 25-34. 
Friday, Janpary cc cock ee oe ee A SM ultitndée Medes at hiseer sate ree orate a tee John 6: 1-14. 
paburday, webruarvs loc.eentse <o sete Rte 5 Js The: Bréad zoriils 2. rbot eho wining ele John 6: 27-35. 
Sunday; Webruary; 2.6 strc ey scoe ea ae eee Living Bread ...... A TAY aaa on Wien acim eas John 6 : 48-58. 


THE WILDERNESS OF SHUR, MARAH, ELIM visions which they had brought from Egypt began 

With the immortal song of Moses on their lips, fail! Now was the test of their faith in their 
the children of Israel turned toward the wilderness. @0d who had redeemed them, rescued them glori- 
Dr. Edersheim says: “And now, as they turned to- ously and “with a high- hand” from the raging 
ward the wilderness, there seemed to stand before troops of Egypt, gone on before them in the pillar 
them ... east and north, a low range of bare lime- of cloud and fire, sweetened the waters of Marah 
stone hills, that bounded the prospect, rising like a for them, and comforted them in the paradise of 
wall. Accordingly they called this the wilderness of . Elim. Where was their faith in such oe God? 
Shur, or of ‘the wall’... Under the shadow of Miserably gone! What a thankless, faithless, 
that mass of rocky peaks, along the dry torrent Wicked complaint they made to Moses and Aaron— 
beds which intersect them, through the unbroken “!t would have been better if Jehovah had killed 
stillness of that scenery, of which grandeur and US all in Egypt on passover night when our stom- 


desolateness are the characteristics, led their way. @¢chs were full than to have brought us into this 
A befitting road to such a sanctuary as Sinai! But wilderness to die of starvation”! Ch. 16:3. 


what a contrast in all around to the Egypt they 
had left behind only a few hours!” THE PILLAR OF CLOUD SHINES 


They went a three-days’ march in the wilderness : : 
without finding any water. The supplies in their What would Jehovah do with a thankless, faith- 
waterskins were almost gone. But here at last was  less/ wicked people like this? It was well for the 
water! What a crushing disappointment to find the children of Israel, as it is for us, that Jehovah is 
water unfit for use! It was bitter and unwhole-  “Unwearied in forgiveness”! Jehovah had not dealt 

with the children of Israel after their sins before: 


some! They called the place “Marah,” which means ; 2 wie 
“bitterness.” But God sweetened the water for he did not deal with them after their sins, but after 


them. Ex. 15: 35. his own grace, then! 

From Marah to Elim! From the bitter-sweet While the murmurings were yet on their lips, 
waters in the wilderness to the lovely oasis of Elim. they saw “the glory of Jehovah.” Even while Aaron 
In that lovely oasis, with its perennial twelve Was telling them what Jehovah would do for them 
springs, ‘its seventy palm trees, its tamarisks and that evening and the next morning, they looked to- 
acacias, its rich pasturage—a miniature garden of Ward the wilderness and they saw their daytime 
Eden set in the desert—the weary caravan rested Cloud. begin to glow and shine with the inner and 


for about a month. hidden fire of Jehovah’s presence, as it had glowed 

oe and shone and burned. above them at the pas- 

THE WILDERNESS: OF SIN sage. of the Red Sea! Jehovah would provide 

But now they must be-on’ the march again. They for them! Jehovah would give them their “daily 
turn into “a dreary, desolate tract.” Now the pro- bread”! 
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muring, hungry camp of the Israelites! 


Lesson V (XVIII) 


FLESH IN THE EVENING 
That evening an immense flock of migratory quail, 
the smallest species of the partridge family, plump, 
brown birds, “with buffy streaks above and buff be- 
low” literally “covered the camp.” Of the habits 
of this kind of quail, Tristam says, “At all times 
its flight is very low, just skimming the surface of 
the ground. . It migrates in vast flocks, and 
regularly crosses the Arabian desert, flying for the 
most part at night; and when the birds settle they 
are so utterly exhausted that they may be captured 
in any numbers by hand... . The period when they 
were brought to the camp of Israel was in spring, 
when on their northward migration from Africa.” 
In the evening Jehovah directed an immense flight 

of quail to the thankless, faithless, mur- 


THE “BREAD OF HEAVEN” IN 
| THE MORNING 

In the morning, as the sun came up, 
the white vapor of the dew rose from 
the desert waste and disclosed a curious 
sight. The “face of the wilderness” was 
covered “with a small round thing, smal] 
as the hoar-frost on the ground”; it was 
white like coriander seed—‘“small, gray- 
ish-white round seeds, of a pleasant spicy 
flavor,” which grow wild in Egypt and 
Palestine—and when you tasted the white 
flakes they were like honey wafers! 
What could it be? The people of the 
great caravan asked one another that 
question over and over in the surprise 
of that morning—What is it? Now in 
the Hebrew language this question runs 
thus, “Man hu,’ from which this “bread 
of heaven” gets its name, “manna.” This 
was the bread which Jehovah had prom- 
ised them! And that bread never failed 
them “until they came unto the borders 
of the land of Canaan,” where there was 
food enough and to spare. They were hungry, and 
Jehovah fed them. 


NATURAL MANNA 

There are various plants which exude a manna- 
like substance. One of them, a variety of the 
tamarisk, grows in the Sinai peninsula. Of the 
natural manna Dr. John D. Davis says: “The exuda- 
tion is dirty yellow in color, but white when it 
falls on stones. It melts in the heat of the sun. 
It is produced during a period of from six to ten 
weeks, the height of the season being June. f 
The Arabs use plant manna of different kinds as 
butter and honey. But the present yield of the 
entire peninsula is less than half a ton in the best 
years. It is never made into bread.” And it can 
be eaten only in very limited quantities. 


‘TTHE LESSONS OF THE MANNA 
A great lesson of the manna was taught by our 
Lord when he said, “Be not therefore anxious, say- 
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ing, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? ... for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things.” Matt. 6: 31, 32. The Jehovah of the 
children of Israel, our heavenly Father, does and 
will feed us! 

Our Lord taught another great lesson of the 
manna when in his temptation he quoted from 
Deut. 8:3 (Matt. 4:4), where Jehovah reminds 
the children of Israel how he “fed thee with manna 
... that he might make thee known that man 
doth not live by bread only, but by everything that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of Jehovah.” Our 
heavenly Father, who satisfies the hunger of our 
bodies, satisfies the hunger of our souls, too! And 


THE WILDERNESS OF SIN 


our heavenly Father satisfies the hunger of our 
souls with “the true bread out of heaven,” which 
bread is Christ our Lord. Read John 6: 31-35. 
There are other lessons to be drawn and learned 
from the directions given to the children of Israel 
about the manna, lessons which apply both to “our 
daily bread” and to our “true bread out of heaven.” 
First, “Gather ye of it.” Ex. 16:16. Jehovah 
fed the children of Israel with bread from heaven, 
but they had to gather it, and grind it, and bake it. 
Our heavenly Father feeds us, but we have to work 
for our living. Our heavenly Father feeds the 


birds, although they do not sow, or reap, or gather 
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into barns: will he not much more feed us who do 
sow, and reap, and gather into barns, trusting in 
him? (Compare Matt. 6:26.) Neither can our 
souls eat and be nourished by Christ, “the true 
bread out of heaven,” unless we every day work 
with him against the evil in our own hearts and in 
the world. 


Lesson V (XVIII) 


Second, “Gather a day’s portion every day.” Ex. 
16:4. Enough food for each day was provided for 
that day. The children of Israel were not to hoard 
up the manna from day to day. V. 19. Some of 
them had so little faith that they tried it, but the 
next morning they found that the hoarded manna 
“bred worms, and became foul.” We are not to 
hoard or set our hearts on food, or money, or any 
such earthly blessings. Read what our Lord said, 
about hoarding. Matt. 6: 19-21. It is a law of'the 
spiritual world, just it was a law of the manna, 
that to-day’s spiritual blessings and opportunities 
will be spoiled to-morrow. Use up to-day’s chances 
of praying and working to-day; they will be spoiled 
to-morrow; and to-morrow will have its own bless- 
ings and opportunities. 

Third, Ex. 16:17, 18. Some of the children of 
Israel gathered more than the omer a head which 
was required, but when they measured it, “he that 
gathered much had nothing over, and he that gath- 
ered little had no lack.” Perhaps this means that 
all the manna gathered was put into a common 
store which was equally divided, or perhaps it was 
God’s way of miraculously equalizing the provision 
for each family. Whether it was man’s way under 
God’s direction, or God’s miraculous and direct 
way, the lesson is the same. There is food and 
clothing and comfort enough for all, and all should 
have it. There is spiritual meat and drink enough 
for all, and all-should share it. It is a great les- 
son of Christian love which Paul teaches in II Cor. 
8 :.13-15. 

Fourth, Ex. 16: 21-30. A double portion was to 
be gathered on the sixth day, so that the Sabbath 
could be kept holy. Some went to look for manna 
on the seventh day, “and they found none.” Here 
is a foreshadowing of the great, divinely given 
Fourth Commandment. Jehovah would have the 
children of Israel turn, as he would have us turn, 
from our ordinary employments and recreations on 
one holy day of the week, to spend the whole time 
in worship and service. They enjoy the weekly 
Sabbath most and profit by it most who prepare 
for it beforehand. 

Fifth, vs. 32, 33. As a memoridl to all gener- 
ations of the bread which Jehovah sent from heaven, 
a potful was to be laid up before Jehovah. At a 
later day, to which v. 34 refers, this pot of manna, 
together with Aaron’s rod that blossomed, and the 
book of the Law were put beside the ark of the 
covenant, in the tabernacle. “Before the Testi- 
mony” means before the tables of the Law. Ex. 
25: 16. Hebrews, ch. 9: 4, speaks of “a golden pot 
holding the manna” as being within the “ark of the 
covenant.” What a lesson in thankfulness and per- 


petual remembrance of the mercies of our heav-. 


enly Father both to our bodies and to our souls! 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 
14. A small round thing. Or, flake (margin). 
15. What is it? In the Hebrew, Man hu, from 
which comes the word “manna.” 


The Giving of the Manna 


~“manna’’? 


February 2, 1919 


18. With an omer. An omer contained about 
five and one eighth pints. 

34. Before the Testimony. So the tables of the 
Law afterwards given were called. Ex. 25: 16. 
This memorial potful of manna was laid “before 
the Testimony” after the Law was given and the 
tabernacle set up. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What happened when the water the children 
of Israel had with them failed? 

2. What reasons did the children of Israel have 
for trusting God when their food failed? Was it 
sinful to murmur? 

3. How did Jehovah give them flesh in the even- 
ing? 

4. Why was the “bread from heaven” 
What did it look like? taste like? 
was it prepared for use? 

5. How does our heavenly Father supply our 
bodily needs? Show from v. 16 that this does not 
mean that we need not work for our living. Show 
the same from Matt. 6: 26. 

6. What do you learn from John 6: 31-35? 


called 
How 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 7. What does the Bible teach about God’s will 
for us? 

A. The Bible teaches that it is God’s will for us 
that we love him with all our heart, soul, strength, 
and mind; and that we love others as ourselves. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Enumerate al! the reasons which the children 
of Israel had for trusting Jehovah when they came 
into the Wilderness of Sin. 

2. Why did the glory of Jehovah appear to them 
in the cloud? 

3. In what sense is “our daily bread” also “bread 
from heaven’? 

4. In what sense is Christ “the true bread out 
of heaven’? 

5. Are the commands of Christ in Matt. 6 : 19-21, 
26; 10:8 as binding as the commands of God 
with reference to the manna? 

6. What does Ex. 16: 16-18 teach us about our 


attitude to temporal and spiritual need in our day? 
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7. What corresponds in our lives to the pot of 
manna “laid up before Jehovah’? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 7. What are the decrees of God? 

A. The decrees of God are. his eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel ci ais will, whereby, for 
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass, 


peel 
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JETHRO’S COUNSEL 


The Golden Text—‘“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”—Gal. 6 : 2. 


‘TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 18: 12-26 


For entire lesson, see Hx., ch. 18. 


COMMON VERSION 


12 And Je’thro, Mo’ses’ father in law, took a 
burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aa’ron 
came, and all the elders of Is’ra-el, to eat bread 
with Mo’ses’ father in law before God. 


13 § And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Mo’ses sat to judge the people: and the people stood 
by Mo’ses from the morning unto the evening. 


14 And when Mo’ses’ father in law saw all that 
he did to the people, he said, What is this thing 
that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou 
thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from 
morning unto ever? 


15 And Mo’ses said unto his father in law, Be- 
cause the people come unto me to enquire of 


God: 


16 When they. have a matter, they come unto 
me; and I judge between one and another, and I 
do make them know the statutes of God, and his 
laws. 

17 And Mo’ses’ father in law said unto him, The 
thing that thou doest is not good. 

18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and 
this people that is with thee: for this thing is too 
heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it 
thyself alone. 

19 Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for 
the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the 
causes unto God: 

20 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and 
laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they 
must walk, and the work that they must do. 


21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the 
people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetousness; and place such over them, to 
be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rul- 
ers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 

22 And let them judge the people at all seasons: 
and it shall be, that every great matter they shall 
bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall 
judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they 
shall bear the burden with thee. 

23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command 
thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all 
this people shall also go to their place in peace. 

24 So Mo’ses hearkened to the voice of his father 
in law, and did all that he had said. 

25 And Mo’ses chose able men out of all Is’ra-el, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers of 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


21 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE’ 


12 And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt- 
offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, 
and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Mo- 
ses’ father-in-law before God. 

13 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Mo- 
ses sat to judge the people: and the people stood 
about Moses from the morning unto the evening. 
14 And when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he 
did to the people, he said, What is this thing that 
thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself 
alone, and all the people stand about thee from 
morning unto even? 15 And Moses said unto his 
father-in-law, Because the people come unto me to 
inquire of God: 16 when they have a matter, they 
come unto me; and I judge between a man and 
his neighbor, and I make them know the statutes of 
God, and his laws. 17 And Moses’ 
said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not 
good. 18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, 
and this people that is with thee: for the thing is 
too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform 
it thyself alone. 
I will give thee counsel, and God be with thee: be 
thou for the people to God-ward, and bring thou the 
causes unto God: 20 and thou shalt teach them the 
statutes and the laws, and shalt show them the way 
wherein they must walk, and the work that they 
must do. 21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all 


father-in-law 


19 Hearken now unto my voice, 


the people able men, such as fear God, men of 


truth, hating unjust gain; and place such over them, 
to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers 
of fifties, and rulers of tens: 22 and let them judge 
the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that 
every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but 
every small matter they shall judge themselves: 
so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear 
the burden with thee. 23 If thou shalt do this 
thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt 
be able to endure, and all this people also shall go 
to their place in peace. 24 So Moses hearkened to 
the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he 
had said. 25 And Moses chose able men out of all 
Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers 
of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
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thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens. 

26 And they judged the people at all seasons: the 
hard causes they brought unto Mo’ses, but every - 
small matter they judged themselves. 


Jethro’s Counsel 
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rulers of tens. 26 And they judged the people at 
all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto 
Moses, but every small matter they judged them- ~ 


selves. 


Additional Passages for Study: Luke 10: 1; Acts.13 21-35: Rom: -16)331-24 el -“Cor 121241 


The Time—In the month after the Exodus. 


The Place—Rephidim. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, february -3050. ea ee ee Jethros. Visite! Mesen sss <cn 2 deiw.n o> Seed net Ex. 18 : 1-11. 
Tuesday, “Mebruary 745.07 222 ee eae ee Jethrd a Uounsetie wu 25 eens ae eee Ex. 18 : 12-27. 
Wednesday, Pebruary:.5 isi Acc wach ae ee The Seventy (Chosen <2 ee ec aie + eee eee Num. 11 : 10-17. 
Thursday, HeDruary Oo 2... 250 eee eee The Seventy’ Messengers a. oso. voc ws ore Luke 10: 1-11. 
Friday, Wepruary of pisces oe oo ee eee The ‘Seven; Déacdns 2477 va. By eee. eee Acts 6: 1-8. 
Saturday, ‘Februaryes $00 7 ees oe eres Diversity, of (Gutst..u tase ee es ee ot tans L. Cor 12a 35L 
Sunday, ebruary 94/0 oie ales k caste te eee Laborers. Torether si icn ta. » tote nate tae L Cor. 3: 4-15 


REPHIDIM 


After a period of hot and weary travel through 
the Wilderness of Sin, the children of Israel came 
to that mountain mass which is the glory of the 
Sinaitic Peninsula. They are grand and desolate 
mountains. They rise in “an infinite complication 
of jagged peaks and varied ridges,’ of which the 
traditional Sinai, Jebel Mtsa, is about seventy- 
three hundred and sixty-three feet above sea level. 
They are stripped of any mantle of vegetation, but 
the rocks themselves are wonderfully colored, red 
and dark green, diversified by long streaks of purple. 
The mountain clusters are separated and everywhere 
gashed by gulches or valleys, “worn or washed by 
mountain torrents or winter rains for a few months 
or weeks in the year.” These characteristic valleys 
are called wadies. 

Some of these wadies are fertile and beautiful. 
Dr. Edersheim says of wady Feiran: “A sweeter spot 
or grander scenery can scarcely be imagined . . . 
[It is] a sort of dreamy paradise, shut in by strange 
walls of mountains. . . . Quite at the north of the 
valley are groves of palms, tamarisks, and other 
trees, offering delicious shade. Here the voice of 
the bulbul is heard, and sweeter still to the ear of 
the traveler, the-murmur of living water. ‘This 
beautiful tract, one of the most fertile in the penin- 
sula, extends for miles along the valley.” 

We are unable to say just where Rephidim was. 
Some authorities think that it was at the entrance 
to this very wady Feiran. Others fix it in the ap- 
proaches to the wady esh-Sheikh. At any rate it 
was in one of these wadies that the still faithless 
and unbelieving children of Israel heard the sweet 
murmur of living water struck from a rock by the 
gracious power of the living God. And it was at 
Rephidim that the nomad Amalekites, children of 
Esau, Gen. 36:12, but enemies to their kinsmen, 
the children of Israel, and to Israel’s covenant and 
Israel’s God, fell on the weary emigrant train with 
vicious hate. And it was here, on a hill in the 
wady, that Moses with uplifted hands, clasping the 
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rod of God, supported by Aaron and Hur, wrestled 
in prayer with God, while in the valley below the 
chosen hosts of Israel, led by the princely Joshua, 
had their first taste of God-given victory in battle. 


A NOTABLE VISITOR 


While the camp was at Rephidim, Moses’ father- 
in-law, Reuel, the priest of Midian, who is here 
called by his honorary title as priest, Jethro, which 
means “his excellence,” came to visit Moses. The 
nomad Midianites also were kin to the Israelites, 
Gen. 25: 1-6, and this Midianite priest, although 
he did not belong to the covenant people, was a 
worshiper and lover of God. In his desert home 
he had listened with anxious ears for news of the 
children of Israel. His days and nights had been 
full of questionings. Had Jehovah proved himself 
greater than the gods of Egypt? What experi- 
ences of the glory and grace of Jehovah had been 
vouchsafed to Israel? He came to the Rephidim 
camp to learn the answers to his anxious question- 
ings. 

When the old Midianite priest came into the 
camp Moses received him with honorable salaams 
and ‘kisses after the Eastern fashion. And then 
Moses led the way to his tent. What a story Moses 
had to tell of all that Jehovah had done for his 
people! How, in high exaltation, he sang over 
again the immortal song beginning, “I will sing 
unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed gloriously,” 
and climbed to new heights of epic narrative and 


‘song as he recounted the glorious deeds of Jehovah 


from the Red Sea to Rephidim! And how the old 
priest’s eyes blazed, and how his lips quivered, and 
how his heart burned while the story mounted to 
its climax, until at last he cried, “Blessed be Jeho- 
vah, ... Now I know that Jehovah is greater than 
all gods.” “And now,” he said, “I must make a 
burnt offering and a sacrifice to Jehovah who has 
given me such proof of his greatness and goodness 
in my old age.” So Moses summoned all the elders, 


/ 
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the heads of the tribes, and the heads of the great 


family connections into which the tribes were di- 
vided, and Aaron, to watch the altar flame with the 
thankful old priest’s burnt offering, and to sit down 
with him to “eat bread ... before God,” that is, 
to eat the other sacrifices together as a meal of com- 
munion with one another and with God himself. 


WHAT THE VISITOR SAW 


The next day Jethro saw in the camp at Rephidim 
on a much larger scale what the English traveler 
Doughty saw not many years ago in the Arab town 
of Hayil—oriental administration of justice. “It is 
near two hours after sunrise, when the emir comes 
forth publicly to hold his morning mejlis [audi- 
ence] ... The prince’s mejlis is the public tribunal, 
he sitting as president and judge among them.” 
The emir is seated on a high settle midway in a 
long bench of clay. At either side of him sit men 
of sheik’s rank, the chiefs of the public service 
and their companies, and “any visiting Bedouins 
after their dignities.” The prince’s men at arms, 
executors of his orders, form an armed circuit 
around the seat of justice. “Into that armed cir- 
cuit suitors enter with the accused and suppliants, 
and in a word all who have any question (not of 
state), or appear to answer in public audience be- 
fore the emir; and he hears their causes, to every- 
one shortly defining justice: and what judgments 
issue from the prince’s mouth are instantly exe- 
cuted.” 

Jethro saw Moses sitting all day long, from morn- 
ing till evening, at a seat of justice much more 
thronged than the mejlis of the Hayil emir. There 
was an endless round of accused and suppliants 
from all that great camp. Petty cases and serious 
cases crowded on his attention, and to every case 
Moses applied “the statutes of God, and his laws.” 
Justice was to be had in that court. But there 
was much delay of justice for there were far too 
many cases for one man to try. The people were 
growing restless, and inclined to take the law into 
their own hands. 

All this the shrewd and kindly eyes of the old 
priest saw, and it troubled him. And, more serious 
still, he saw what none of the children of Israel 
saw, though it was day after day before their eyes 
—that Moses was wearing himself out in their serv- 
ice. It is the commonest thing for those whom we 
love most and to whom we constantly owe most, to 
wear themselves out for us day after day without 
our ever suspecting it. That is because we are so 
selfish. Is anyone wearing himself out for you? Is 
anyone wearing herself out for you? Have you 
been too blind and selfish to see it? Take a lesson 
from this thoughtful old Midianite priest. Ask 
yourselves what are our fathers, mothers, friends, 
teachers, pastors doing for us? Why are they do- 
ing it? Ought we to appreciate them and help 
them more than we do? How can we show our ap- 
preciation, and how can we help? 


Jethro’s Counsel 
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WHAT THE VISITOR PROPOSED 


Jethro made a double proposal to Moses. Moses 
was to continue to be “for the people to God-ward,” 
that is, “he was to lay their affairs before God, 
take the place of God in matters of justice,” but 
he was to change the method by which this was 
done. First, he was to give the people instruction 
“in the commandments of God and their own walk 
and conduct.” He was. to lay down the general 
principles according to which justice was to be ad- 
ministered. God had instructed him in these eter- 
nal principles and would still further instruct him; 
and Moses would instruct:the people. Second, he 
was to provrde from among the people, men. of 
moral strength, God-fearing, sincere, bribe-hating 
men, who should decide all the simpler cases, while 
the more difficult matters alone were referred to 
Moses. These judges were to be known as “rulers of 
thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens.” These numbers are not to be un- 
derstood in the literal sense. The children of Is- 
rael were divided into twelve tribes, the descend- 
ants of Jacob’s sons. Each tribe was divided into 
families or family connections which traced their 
descent to one or another. of Jacob’s grandsons, or 
in a few instances to remoter descendants of Jacob. 

Again, each family or family connection was sub- 
divided into fathers’ houses. So any man among 
the children of Israel would belong first to his own 
household, and his household would belong to a 
fathers’ house, and the fathers’ house to a family 
connection, and the family connection would be a 
part of a tribe. Now if you will compare Num. 
1:2, 4 with 16 you will see that the rulers who in 
v. 2 are called heads “of their fathers’ houses” are 
in v. 16 called “heads of the thousands of Israel.” 
So, apparently, Jethro’s advice to Moses was to the 
effect that in setting up this judicial system, which 
was also used for military purposes, Moses should 
use the natural divisions already existing among 
the people, beginning with the “fathers’ house,” 
consisting nominally of a thousand persons, but 
practically varying one way or the other, and work- 
ing down through other natural divisions indicated 
by hundreds, fifties, and tens. Be sure to read Deut. 
Teerls-t8. 

When Moses did all the work, he was wearing 
himself out. And the work was not being done; 
it was too much for one man. But now that there 
was coéperation, no one wore himself out, and all 
the work was done. It is not right for your fathers 
and mothers to bear all the burden of the home 
alone. It is not right for your Sunday-school teach- 
ers to bear all the burden of the class alone. It is 
not right for your pastor and a few helpers to bear 
all the burden of the church alone. They will wear 
themselves out trying to do too much, and what 
ought to be done for Christ’s sake will not be done. 
How are you coéperating at home, at school, in your 
Sunday-school class, in the church? If you are not 
coéperating, you are wearing some one out, you are 
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breaking some one’s heart, you are being thought- 
less, and selfish, and you are disobeying the law of 
Christ, “Bear ye one another’s burdens,” and so 
you are wounding and failing Christ, your Saviour 
and your Master. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


12. To eat bread ... before God. God was 
present at the sacrificial meal. 

15. To inquire of God. To desire a divine de- 
cision on matters in dispute. 

19. God be with thee. Help thee to carry out 
this advice. Be thou for the people to God-ward. 
Mediate between the people and God. 

23. Go to their place in peace. 
in good condition. 


Reach Canaan 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What happened at Rephidim before Jethro 
came? 

2. Go over in detail all that Moses .had to tell 
Jethro. 

3. Why was Jethro grateful to God? .How did 
he show his gratitude? Why ought we to be grate- 
ful to God? How ought we to show our grati- 
tude? 

4. Why didn’t the children of Israel see that Mo- 
ses was wearing himself out for them? 

5. Name all the persons who work for your wel- 
fare and happiness. 

6. Tell what you can do to help each one of them? 
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Do you help them? Are you disobeying Christ if 


you do not? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 8. What is sin? 

A. Sin is disobeying God or coming short of what 
he would have us be and do. 

Q. 9. How does God look upon sin? 

A. God locks upon sin with holy displeasure and 
great sorrow; and calls upon every one to repent, 
warning us of the consequences of sin. 


~ 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What is shown in this lesson of the character 
of Jethro? 

2. What is shown of the character of Moses? 

3. What two evils were resulting from Moses’ at- 
tempt to exercise all the judicial functions in the 
camp? 

4. What kind of men are fitted to take respon- 
sibility ? 

5. How can you codperate with your teacher in 
the Sunday-school class? Do you? 

6. How can you coéperate with your pastor in 
the church? Do you? 

7. How can you coéperate with your Lord in the 
world? Do you? 


The Shorter Catechism 


(Q). 8. How doth God execute his decrees? 
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of cre- 
ation and providence. 


Lesson VII (XX)—THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


The Golden Text—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.”—Luke 10 : 27. 


TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 20: 1-17 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And God spake all these words, saying, 

2 I am the Lorp thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of E’gypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth: 

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them: for I the Lorp thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; 

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my commandments. 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 
1 And God spake all these words, saying, 


21 am Jehovah thy God, who brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 


3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


4 Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, 
nor any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or thet is 
in the water under the earth: 5 thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them; for I 
Jehovah thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the 
third and upon the fourth generation of them that 
hate me, 6 and showing lovingkindness unto thou- 
sands of them that love me and keep my command- 
ments. 


7 Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy 


: 
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God in vain; for the Lorp will not hold him guilt- God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guilt- 


less that taketh his name in vain. less that taketh his name in vain. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 9 Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; 
work: 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath unto Jehovah 


10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
Lorp thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, por thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manserv- gor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
ant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 for in six 
stranger that 1s within thy gates: days Jehovah made heaven and earth, the sea, and 

11 For in six days the Lorp made heaven and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and hal- 
the seventh day: wherefore the Lorp blessed the lowed it. 
sabbath day, and hallowed it. 12 Honor thy father and-thy mother, that thy 


12 ¢ Honour thy father and thy mother: that gay Pe eer ites fetid hich Tehae he 
thy days may be long upon the land which the Lorp God aes wheat ADEE TOT WOACIL <2 COVE A ey 


thy God giveth thee. 13 Thou shalt not kill. 


a7 ae ere ay ae Si 14-Thou shalt not commit adultery. 


15 Thou shalt not steal. 15 Thou shalt not steal. 

16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour. neighbor. 

17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, 17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, 


thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s. his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s. 


‘Additional Passage for Study: Deut. 5: 1-22. 


The Time—The third month after the Exodus. The Place—Mount Sinai 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Meondays i eCDEUATY 10H... a cs een we hme Cire to Ue CAA I aa el singh ih tnil= a one, do anys slog rhs fas A ican Fg 
Bitenday. ebruary -dilss... s >.) givese ace stele yer Chit) POUL tO? la thee eerie ws 9 v6 leo ni 0. yx. 20: 12-21. 
Beecdnesday,) February. 12).. oth sgae ae abled sor atoll ccs ocak Domes swe Nis ws oad Ex. 34: 1-8. 
Bursday, Cbruary. cl Se. os Mineeae gaa trans < JOSE Sd We eG Ae Ee | Ps. 119 : 33-40. 
Friday, February 14..... RS Ah cere cee PMawe LoVe te LOVS DA Wiles cat oss Mee) Ps. 119 : 97-104. 
Baturday, Pebruary. 10.2% s-jcnsth aaa eile «6 es a We UAL OC aire cians. 6 sa olden Gale's a Rom. 13 : 8-14. 
Anda Y. HeDTUAry 16... «2... i seaeda esas oe» The Sum of the Commandments........... Mark 12 : 28-34. 
MOUNT SINAI THE COVENANT PROPOSED 
In the heart of the grand. and desolate mountain Jehovah is a sovereign God. All the earth is his, 


mass which gives its name to the Peninsula of Sinai and all the nations of the earth are his, to do 
stands “the mountain of God.” It is a huge moun- with as he will. Jehovah had already taken the 
tain block, about two miles in length and one mile children of Israel under his special care and pro- 
in breadth, isolated from the surrounding moun- _ tection, bringing them out of Egypt “on eagles’ 
tains by valleys and plains. Before its northwestern wings.” But now Jehovah commissioned Moses to 
front lies the spacious plain of er-Rahah. Rising propose to the children of Israel a covenant be- 
abruptly from this plain, so close and so steep that tween Jehovah and themselves. A covenant is a 
you may stand under it and touch its base, is the solemn agreement between two or more parties, in 
gigantic, altar-like bluff known to-day as Ras es- which each party assumes binding obligations. The 
Sufsafeh (Willow-head), sixty-five hundred and _ two parties to this proposed covenant were Jeho- 


forty feet above sea level, while behind Willow-  vah and the children of Israel. What were the 


head, but invisible from the plain, towers Jebel binding obligations to be assumed by each party? 

Misa (Mount Moses), seventy-three hundred and The sovereign Jehovah, on his part, proposed to 
sixty-three feet above sea level. In the plain of choose the children of Israel from among all the 
er-Rahah, and in the neighboring valleys and glens, nations to be his own precious possession. But al- 
and on the near-by mountain sides the children though Jehovah was to choose them from among 
of Israel pitched their tents, pastured their flocks the nations, they were to have a mission to all other 
and herds, and awaited the word of Jehovah which nations. Jehovah proposed to make them “a king- 
was to come to them through Moses. dom of priests.” A priest has the mission of medi- 
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ator between God and man. A priest nation has 
the mission of mediator between God and the other 
nations. So the children of Israel were to be 
made the mediators of the knowledge and grace of 
the living and true God to all the nations. 

But Jehovah is holy. The Hebrew word for holy 
means primarily “splendid, beautiful, pure, and un- 
contaminated.” Jehovah is the “absolutely re- 
splendent, pure, and glorious One.” The nation 
which communicates the knowledge and grace of 
Jehovah to all the other nations must also be pure 
and uncontaminated. So Jehovah proposed to make 
the children of Israel “a holy nation,” by giving 
to them his holy Law. 

As Jehovah, for his 
part, was to bind him- 
self to make the children 
of Israel “a kingdom of 
priests; and a holy na- 
tion,” they were to bind . 
themselves, for their 
part, to obey Jehovah’s 
holy Law. 

This was the proposal 
which Moses made, on 
behalf of Jehovah, to 
the elders of the chil- 
dren of Israel, acting on 
behalf of all the people. 
The elders accepted the 
proposal. They agreed 
to all that Jehovah pro- 
posed. 


THE HOLY WAR 


Foth parties had now 
agreed to enter into the 
covenant. From the 
mountain of God, Jeho- 
vah would give the Law 
which the children of Is- 
rael were to keep. From 
his mountain the _ re- 
splendent, pure, and 
glorious One would pro- 
claim his Law. It was the 
Law which was.to make 
and keep the children 
of Israel pure within. 

But the children of 
Israel were not pure within. So they cleansed them- 
selves and washed their garments so that their out- 
ward cleanness might be a sign of their desire for 
inward purity, like the purity of Jehovah himself. 
Notwithstanding this outward cleanness, the chil- 
dren of Israel were not to touch the huge moun- 
tain block which was to be the scene of Jehovah’s 
revelation of his pure and awful splendor. The 
mountain was cordoned off, so that none might dare 
to break through and touch it. 

Then, on the third day, when the people in their 
spotless garments, were gathered from the glens 
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IN THE MOUNT SINAI REGION 


The mountain in the background is the Mount 
of the Law. 
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and valleys and mountain sides into the plain be- — 
fore the great mountain, they saw as glorious and — 
awful a sight as was ever beheld by human eyes— 
the visible signs of the invisible splendor of Jeho- 
vah’s holiness. A thick cloud, shot with vivid 
lightnings, soared around the mountain. The air 
rang with a fierce and loud herald’s call, “the voice 
of a trumpet exceeding loud,” the trumpet of Jeho- 
vah. The huge mountain block, from end to end 
and from side to side, seemed all aflame under a 
veil of smoke. It was a vast, smoky, fiery furnace, 
shaken with the tumult of its burning. Jehovah’s 
trumpet call rose higher and higher in terrible 
cadences. Amid these 

signs, Jehovah came 

ty down on top of Mount 

Sinai, and _ proclaimed 

his holy and eternal Law. 


THE TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS 


This holy and eternal 
Law we know as the Ten 
Commandments. The 
children of Israel called 
them the Ten Words. 
The preface declares that 
they are the words of 
Jehovah the God of Is- 
rael, who brought the 
Israelites out of bond- 
age in Egypt. The pref- — 
ace is an appeal to the 
children of Israel to 
keep these Command- 
ments for two reasons. 
First, they are bound to 
keep them out of fear of 
Jehovah their God. The 
world in which they 
lived was all his. The 
people in the world were 
a all his. He had taken the 

Israelites to be his spe- 
cial people, and he was 
their God. How fearfully 
he had just shown him- 
self on the mountain. 
Jehovah their God com- 
manded; who would not 
fear to disobey so great and terrible a God? Second, 
they were bound to keep them out of gratitude to 
Jehovah, their Redeemer. He was their fathers’ God, 
who had delivered them out of bondage in Egypt. 
He had done great things for them. And now he 
proposed to take them for his own precious posses- 
sion among the nations. Jehovah their Redeemer 
commanded; who wouid be thankless enough to dis- 
obey such a gracious God? 

What are the commands of the great and terrible, 
but gracious and loving Jehovah? There are first 
of all four Commandments which deal with their 
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relationship to Jehovah their God. Then there are 
six Commandments which deal with their relation- 
ship to their fellow men. 

The Commandments which deal with their rela- 
tionship to Jehovah their God come first. Duty to 
God comes first. “The duties first in rank and im- 
portance are those we owe immediately to God, our 
Creator and Redeemer; he is infinitely the Greatest 
and Best of all beings, and if reverence, love, serv- 
ice, and worship be due to him at all, our obliga- 
tions to these must of necessity be higher and more 
sacred than any other.” 

First. Since there is but one God, and he is Jeho- 
vah our Creator and Redeemer, we owe to him all 
our reverence, love, service, and worship. Hence 
we are forbidden in the First Commandment to give 
to any other that which is due to our God alone. 
When Jehovah chose the children of Israel to be 
“a kingdom of priests,’ the whole human family 
had fallen away from the worship of the true and 
living God and had “conceived and manufactured 
all manner of gods for themselves.” True religion 
could not be established among the children of Is- 
rael, nor could the children of Israel become a 
priest nation to all other nations, until they wor- 
shiped no god but the true God, J ehovah only. 

Second. Since Jehovah is Spirit, the Creator of 


all things in the earth, the sea, and the air, he 


cannot be adequately or truly represented by any 
image or any likeness of any created thing. He 
must be worshiped “im spirit.” Hence we are for- 
bidden to make any graven image or likeness for 
the purposes of aiding our worship. The religion 
of the children of Israel was always an astonish- 
ment to the heathen because they had no image or 
emblem of the deity. Of such a deity as Jehovah 
our Creator and Redeemer there can be no image 
or emblem. 

Third. Since we can know Jehovah our Creator 
and Redeemer only by his name, since it is only by 
his name that we can think of him, speak of him, 
address our prayers to him, it is dishonoring to 
him to use his name as if it were a mere word. 
Hence we are forbidden to take his name in vain. 
If we use the wonderful names of God carelessly 
or lightly, and much more if we join the wonderful 
names of God to angry or obscene speech, we show 


as plainly as it can be shown that we do not even 


have the intention of pleasing our Creator and Re- 
deemer. 

Fourth. Since our worldly employments and 
recreations are only too likely to make us forget 
or neglect the reverence, love, service, and worship 
which we owe to Jehovah, our Creator and Re- 
deemer, it is for our good and for J ehovah’s praise, 
that we have certain days entirely set apart for the 
duties and blessings of religion. Hence the chil- 
dren of Israel were commanded to “remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy.” The seventh day was 
set apart by Jehovah’s appointment, as being the 
day on which he rested in the creation of the world, 
and therefore blessed and hallowed by him. The 
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New Testament shows us that in the days when 
Christ was here on earth, the children of Israel were 
remembering the Sabbath Day, but not keeping it 
holy. It came about, therefore, in the Christian 
Church, which is now “an elect race, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own posses- 
sion,” that the first day of the week, the day of 
Christ’s resurrection, was observed as a holy day, 
instead of the seventh day of the old dispensation. 
I Cor. 16: 2; Acts 20: 7. On the seventh day of the 
week Jehovah rested from his work of creation, for 
it was finished; on the first day of the week, Jeho- 
vah rested from his work of redemption, for on that 
day he raised Christ from the dead. 

These four Commandments sum up our duties to 
Jehovah, our Creator and Kedeemer, while the fol- 
lowing six declare our duties to our fellow men. 

Fifth. Since our first human relationship and the 
relationship which is all through our lives the sym- 
bol of our relationship to our Father in heaven is 
our relationship to our fathers and mothers, and 
any others in their place or authority over us, we 
are commanded to honor our fathers and mothers. 
This Commandment safeguards the family, the 
fundamental unit of society. Of this honor Dr. 
Whyte says: “Honor is more than love, and it is 
more than fear; for it is both love and fear. . 

A child without this honor is worse than no child 
at all. Such a child, says Calvin, is a monster, and 
not a man.” 

Sixth. Since Jehovah, our Creator and Redeemer, 
has given life to us and to all men, Jehovah alone 
by his act or delegated authority has the right to 
take away his gift of life. Hence we are com- 
manded not to take away “our own life, or the life 
of our neighbor unjustly.” Our Lord declares that 
all unjust anger or contempt of our neighbor is in 
violation of the spirit of this Commandment. Matt. 
5 : 21-26. 


Seventh. Since Jehovah, our Creator and Re- 


~ deemer, instituted marriage, declaring that a man 


and his wife “shall be one flesh,” this union, which 
is both physical and spiritual, must not be violated. 
Hence we are commanded not to commit adultery. 
Our Lord declares that all lustful looks and thoughts, 
as well as acts, fall under the condemnation of this~ 
Commandment. Matt. 5 : 27-32. 

Eighth. Since Jehovah, our Creator and Re- 
deemer, gave to us and to all men the earth to use 
and subdue, every man has a natural right to the 
use and enjoyment of the fruits of his own lawful 
intelligence and labor. Hence we are commanded 
not to violate this natural right by stealing or other- 
wise unjustly hindering “our own, or our neigh- 
bor’s, wealth or outward estate.” 

Ninth. Since Jehovah, our Creator and Re- 
deemer, is himself the Truth, and requires truth 
between all men and himself, he also requires it as 
between man and man. Hence we are forbidden 
in this Commandment “whatsoever is prejudicial to 
truth, or injurious to our own or our neighbor’s 
good name.” The Larger Catechism includes within 


. 
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the spirit of this Commandment, unseasonable 
speech or loquacity, tale-bearing, backbiting, de- 
traction, aggravating small faults, discovering in- 
firmities, impairing our neighbor’s credit, and re- 
joicing in their disgrace and infamy. 

Tenth. Since Jehovah, our Creator and Redeemer, 
requires obedience not only in outward act but in 
inward thought and desire, and since disobedience 
in inward thought and desire leads to disobedience 
in outward act, this Commandment forbids “every 
sinful desire for whatever is the property of an- 
other, and thus condemns the first step to count- 
less open or secret offenses which no law can enum- 
erate or punish.” This Commandment requires con- 
tentment with our own condition, and forbids all 
envy of our neighbor, or unlawful desire to deprive 
him of anything that is his. 

So the holy Law was given by the living and 
true God to the covenant people at Mount Sinai. 
But it is not only a holy Law: it is also an eter- 
nal Law. It stands to-day, and may not be broken 
to-day. The nature and will of the resplendent, 
pure, and glorious One still maintains it, and will 
ever maintain it! 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


3. Before me. Or, besides me. 
5. A jealous God. “God will not transfer to an- 
other the honor which is due to himself.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What could the children of Israel see when 
looking southwestward from the plain of er-Rahah? 

2. What is a covenant? What were the binding 
obligations on either side of the covenant at Mount 
Sinai? 

3. In what ways did Jehovah show his holiness 
at Mount Sinai? 

4. What reasons did the children of Israel have 
for keeping the Law? Have we the same reasons? 

5. Why do the Commandments which deal with 
our duties to God come first? What are those du- 
ties? 
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6. Why does the Commandment which deals with 
our duties to our parents come next? What are 
those duties? 

7. How did Jesus interpret the spirit of the Sixth 
and Seventh Commandments? Interpret the spirit 
of the other Commandments in the same way. 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q.10. What are the consequences of sin? 

A. The consequences of sin are estrangement from 
God, increasing sinfulness in ourselves, injury to 
others, and the righteous judgments of God in time 
and in eternity. 

Q. 11. How has God provided for our salvation 
from sin? 

A. God, of his great mercy, has provided for our 
salvation from sin by the gift of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS ; 


1. How did the children of Israel fulfill thei 
mission as “a kingdom of priests’? Who are now 
“a royal priesthood’’? 

2. Why is this old covenant called “the covenant 
of works”? Why is the new covenant called “the 
covenant of grace’? 

3. What does Paul mean when he says that “the 
law is become our tutor to bring us unto Christ”? 

4. What motives to obedience are contained in the 
preface to the Ten Commandments? What is the 
supreme Christian motive to obedience? 

5. Show in detail how the rights of Jehovah are 
safeguarded by the first four Commandments, 

6. Show in detail how the fundamental, natural 
rights of man are safeguarded by the following six 
Commandments. 

7. Show how love to God, and love to our neigh- 
bor fulfill the Law. 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 9. What is the work of creation? 
A. The work of creation is, God’s making all 
things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the 
space of six days, and all very good. 


Lesson VIII (XXI)—MOSES PRAYING FOR ISRAEL 


The Golden Text—‘“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.’”—James 5: 


16. 


TEXT OF LESSON, EX. 32: 7-14 


For entire lesson, see Ex. 32:1 to 34:9. 


COMMON VERSION 


7 § And the Lorp said unto Mo’ses, Go, get thee 
down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out 
of the land of E’gypt, have corrupted themselves: 


8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way 
which I commanded them: they have made them a 
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7 And Jehovah spake unto Moses, Go, get thee 
down; for thy people, that thou broughtest up out 
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 
8 they have turned aside quickly out of the way 
which I commanded them: they have made them a 
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molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacri- molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacri- 
ficed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Is’- ficed unto it, and said, These are thy gods, O Is- 
ra-el, which have brought thee up out of the land 


é rael, which brought thee up out of the land of 
of E’gypt. 


; : Egypt. 9 And Jehovah said unto Moses, I have 
9 And the Lorp said unto Mo’ses, I have seen een this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked 


this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: people: 10 now therefore let me alone, that my 


10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath \+ath may wax hot against them, and that I may 
may wax hot against them, and that I may consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation. 


11 And Mo’ses besought the Lorp his God, and 
said, Lorp, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy 
people, which thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of E’gypt with great power, and with a mighty of the land of Egypt with great power and with 
hand? a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians 


12 Wherefore should the E-gyp’tians speak, and speak, saying, For evil did he bring them forth, 
say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay to slay them in the mountains, and to consume 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy 
the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, 
and repent of this evil against thy people. 


consume them: and I will make of thee a great 
nation. 11 And Moses besought Jehovah his God, 
and said, Jehovah, why doth thy wrath wax hot 
against thy people, that thou hast brought forth out 


fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy 
‘ people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

13 Remember A’bra-ham, I’saac, and Is ra-el, thy thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own 
servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and 


self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your 
seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that 


inherit it for ever. they. shall inherit it for ever. 14 And Jehovah re- 
14 And the Lorp repented of the evil which he pented of the evil which he said he would do unto 
thought to do unto his people. his people. 


Additional Passages for Study: I Sam. 12 : 19-25; Jer. 7: 16-20; 15:1; Matt. 6: 5-15; John, 
ch. 17; Rom. 9 : 1-5. : 


The Time—Shortly after the last lesson. ~The Place—Mount_ Sinai. 


DAILY HOME READINGS - 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, February 17........-5.-+.eescees Moses Praying for Israel........8...-.004- Ex. 32: 7-14. 
Tuesday, February 18........65.0 5.2 ese eee Moses’ Prayer Answered......4.--++.+++%: Ex. 32 : 30-35. 
Wednesday, February 19........-----+eee5 Moses Fasting and Praying........-+-+--: Deut. 9: 11-19. 
Thursday, February. 20.........-.-++-+e0- Samuel Praying .....'...--.-e.eee sere eee: I Sam. 12: 19-25. 
Priday, February, 21.2.5 sci. ess ae eo aie ee ss Blijah Praying 90.5 00h wee ies Ve eee we I Kings 18 : 36-46. 
Saturday, February 22........+..2+-ee-ee- PAs MP LAVCR . sacs Ux Ras Ore ees we platy Eph. 3: 14-21. 
Sunday, February 23m ...---+eseeee ee eees The Effectual Prayer. .::....s--+.:--.-.--vames 5:2 13-20. 

THE GOVERNMENT RATIFIED offerings, and sacrificed peace-offerings” on the altar, 


The great crisis in the history of the children of in atonement for the sins of the people. Half of 
Tsrael was approaching. The covenant was about the blood of the sacrifices Moses put. in basins and 
to be ratified. Jehovah had agreed to make the sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the book in 
children of Israel “a kingdom of priests, and a holy which he had written the Ten Commandments: and 
nation.” They had promised to take Jehovah as _ the other laws which Jehovah had given him in a 
their king, and to obey the laws which their King private conference, which was called the “book of 
had proclaimed. The terms of the covenant had the covenant,” Ex. 20:1 to 23: 32, and read the 
been agreed to. It only remained to ratify the fundamental laws of the new kingdom to all the 
agreement. ; people. They formally agreed to these laws, say- 

Early in the morning the people assembled in the ing, “All that Jehovah hath spoken will we do, 
plain underneath the towering bulk of the mountain and be obedient.” Then Moses took the other half 
of God. There Moses had built an altar, to sig- of the sacrificial blood and sprinkled it on the peo- 
nify the presence of Jehovah the King, and set up ple. The covenant was now signed and sealed by 
twelve pillars to signify the twelve tribes of the _ blood. 
new kingdom. “Young men .. . offered burnt- Think what this meant to each of the people. 
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Yesterday, at the majestic signs of J ehovah’s holi- 
ness, they had trembled to think how bad and sin- 
ful they, were. Now that atonement had been 
made, they felt the peace which comes from recon- 
‘ciliation between Jehovah and themselves. It is 
the best and happiest feeling in the world. And 
they had promised to obey all Jehovah’s laws, and 
they thought that they could never, no never, be so 
thoughtless, or ungrateful, or wicked as to break 
any one of them. They resolved in their hearts 
that they would be obedient to Jehovah as long 
as they lived. They must have felt as Christians 
feel when they gather around the Lord’s Table, 
and see the signs of the atonement which he made 


Used by permission of Dr. John Harvey Lee. 


HILL OF AARON 


This is a little hill at the foot of Mount Sinai. Aaron is said to have set up the 
golden calf, Ex. 32: 1-6, at the spot where the Arab tomb now stands. 


stones in the foreground mark Arub graves, 


for their sins, and in their gratitude and love prom- 
ise him that they will never, no never, displease 
him or disobey him again. How sad it is that such 
promises are so quickly broken! . 


JEHOVAH’S BEAUTIFUL PLAN 


Now that the covenant was ratified and the chil- 
dren of Israel were Jehovah’s “kingdom of priests,” 
and Jehovah was their acknowledged King, Jehovah 
called Moses and Joshua. up into the mountain. 
-For six.days Moses and Joshua waited on:the moun- 
tain, which still shone with the glory of Jehovah. 
On the seventh day, Jehovah called Moses into the 
-midst of the glorious cloud. For forty days and 
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-and Jehovah told him the plans he had for the 


“so good as all that. 


people who were his own precious possession. Jeho- 
vah had planned the most beautiful tabernacle, 
which was to be made and set up in the camp as 
a sign that he was always with his people. 
Jehovah had planned all the furniture of the taber- 


¥ 
. 


ve 


And © 


nacle, every bit of which meant something, so that — 
his people might always worship him: properly and — 


be kept in peaceful communion with him. He had ~ 


planned that Aaron and his sons’ should be the 
ministering priests at the tabernacle. Jehovah in 


his love for his people, had planned everything to — 


the last minute detail, and he showed his plans to 
Moses. Besides that, he gave Mo- 
ses two tablets of stone with the 
Ten Commandments written on 
them “with the finger of God,” to 
keep his people from forgetting 
what they had promised. How 
Moses’ heart must have burned 
with love to Jehovah during those 
- forty days when Jehovah was un- 
folding all his plans for his chosen 
people! 
our heavenly Father has for us! 
All his promises are plans for us. 


him, and how exceeding great and 
precious they are! How our 


him as we hear them! 


TERRIBLE INGRATITUDE 


When Moses went up into the 
mountain he left the camp in 
charge of Aaron and Hur. The 
people went back to their every- 
day life. The glory of Jehovah, 
lke devouring fire, still covered 
the top of the mountain. But as 
the days passed they looked at it 
less and less. It is hard for peo- 
ple to be always looking up. And 
Moses was gone. A week passed. 
Moses had not come back. What 


The 


What wonderful plans — 
How many promises we have from — 


hearts ought to burn with love to | 


could he be doing? Ten days more > 


passed. Ten days more. 
baths came and went. But where was Moses? Why 
didn’t he come back? What had happened to him? 
And it all seemed so long ago—the terrible voice 
of Jehovah from the mountain, and the ratification 
ceremony underneath its towering side. Ten days 
more passed. Surely Moses was lost. Who would 
speak for them to Jehovah now? It _was getting 
harder to keep the Commandments. What was the 
use of trying to keep them? Surely Jehovah didn’t 
mean to be so strict as he said. No one could be 
Moses Was gone. em 
More days passed. The people became more and 


‘more restless. Those who were impatient and eare- 
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be eating and drinking, and dancing and singing. 
They wanted something like the religious festivals 
they had seen and participated in back in heathen 
Egypt. So they came to Aaron, and said, ““Make 
us a god to lead us; we don’t know where this Mo- 
ses is.’ It was not that they meant to give up the 
worship of Jehovah entirely, for the great feast 
they planned was to be a feast to Jehovah, but 
they wanted some kind of image to represent Jeho- 
vah, an image that could be ¢arried ahead of the 
caravan on the march. They wanted to break the 
Second Commandment, and have a graven image 
of a calf, such as the Egyptians worshiped as their 
god Apis, to represent Jehovah, the pure and glori- 
ous Spirit, who had shown his splendor so on Mount 
Sinai. And Aaron shamefully yielded. He made 
an image of a calf out of the golden ornaments the 


_ ‘people brought, and set it up in the camp of Jeho- 


vah’s chosen people, who had solemnly promised 


that they would not make any graven images, but 


who now invoked the calf god—what terrible in- 
gratitude and disobedience—saying, “These are thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt.” And Aaron built an altar to this 
calf god, and proclaimed a feast day. Early the 
next morning the feast began, with sacrifices to 
the calf god, and great eating and drinking, and 
dancing and singing. And all this time Jehovah, 
their King, was unfolding to Moses the plans for 
the beautiful tabernacle and the priesthood. 

Have we not seen just such terrible ingratitude 
and disobedience in ourselves? Have we never 
solemnly promised our Lord who died for us that 
we would obey him, and then forgotten all that our 
Lord has done for us and all that we have prom- 
ised, in much less time than forty days? And have 
we never broken one Commandment in a spirit of 
willful disobedience, and then been led on to break 
Commandment after Commandment until we were 
as far away from our Lord as the children of Israel 
were? 


MOSES’ INTERCESSORY PRAYER 


Jehovah knew what his people were doing, though 
Moses did not know. All our ingratitude and dis- 
obedience are known to Jehovah, though it may not 
be known to those in whose presence we pretend to 
be keeping Jehovah’s holy law. But Jehovah told 
Moses, and he told Moses in such a way as to en- 
courage Moses to pray for the wicked children of 
Israel. First, Jehovah said to Moses, “Go, get thee 
down; for thy people, that thou broughtest up out 


of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.” 


Jehovah called the children of Israel the people 
of Moses, and said that Moses had brought them 
out of Egypt. We will see in a moment how Moses 
took advantage of those statements. Second, after 
Jehovah had told Moses how the children of Israel 
were at that very minute sinning against him, say- 


ing that it was the calf god which had brought 
them out of Egypt, Jehovah said, “Now therefore 
let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against 
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them, and that I may consume them: and I will 
make of thee a great nation.” That was a tempta- 
tion for Moses—the offer to make him the father 
of a covenant people. But it was also an encour- 
agement for Moses to pray, for Jehovah as much as 
said that if Moses did let him alone, did not plead 
with him on behalf of the wicked children of Is- 
rale, he would destroy them. 

What a.lesson about the place of intercessory 
prayer in God’s plans! It was to be Moses’ prayer 
which saved the children of Israel from the just 
punishment of their sins: for surely they deserved 
to be destroyed after such ingratitude and disobedi- 
ence. And Moses’ prayer is a model for all inter- 
cessory prayer. Dr. Edersheim says that the three 
arguments which Moses uses “may to all time serve 
as models in our pleading for forgiveness and res- 
toration after weaknesses and falls”—forgiveness 
and restoration for ourselves, and for our friends 
who fall, and for all the world, much of which 
is to-day dishonoring Jehovah, the God and Father 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by bowing 
down to wood and stone, and worshiping their gods 
with cruel, and obscene feasts and ceremonies. 

Moses first pleaded the fact that the children of 
Israel were Jehovah’s people, not the people of 
Moses, and that this was proved by the fact that 
Jehovah and not Moses had brought them out of 
Egypt. V. 11. So we may always plead for our- 
selves and our friends when we fall that we are 
Jehovah’s own people, and that this is proved by 
the fact that Christ died for us. And in pleading 
for all the heathen nations, we can urge the same 
arguments, because all the people on the earth be- 
long to God, and “Jesus Christ . .. is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but - 
also for the whole world.” 

Then Moses pleaded the fact that Jehovah’s “own 
glory was involved in the deliverance of Israel in 
the face of the enemy.” V. 12. . What would the 
heathen Egyptians say if Jehovah led the children 
of Israel out of Egypt only to destroy them in the 
mountains? God’s glory is also involved in the 
salvation of all who believe in Christ, and in the 
triumph of Christ in the whole world. What will 
unbelievers say if God allows one of his children 
to fall? What will the world say if Christ’s King- 
dom does not triumph in heathen lands? So we 
may plead God’s own glory when we pray for our 
own forgiveness, and restoration, and the forgive- 
ness and restoration of our friends, and the triumph 
of Christ’s Kingdom in the world. : 

Third, Moses pleaded the fact that “God’s gracious 
promises were pledged for their salvation.” Moses 
pleaded with Jehovah to remember the promises he 
had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. How 
could Jehovah seem to go back on his promises to 
these servants of his, even though the children of 
Israel had gone back on their promises to him? So 
we may plead God’s promises in Christ when we 
pray for our own forgiveness and restoration, or 
that of our friends, or that of the world. ‘ 
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Jehovah accepted these pleas, and he will never 
fail to accept them. But it is our duty as well as 
our privilege to make these pleas on behalf of all 
who need forgiveness and peace with God. What 
would we think of Moses if he had not pleaded with 
Jehovah for the children of Israel; if he had been 
willing to say, “They have sinned terribly, and the 
best thing to do is to destroy them and make a good 
man like me the father of a new covenant people’? 
We would think, and we would be right in think- 
ing, that Moses himself was far too selfish and 
wicked for Jehovah to use him any more. What 
ought we to think of ourselves if we are too self- 
ish to care if our friends fall into sin and away 
from our God, or to care whether our Lord’s King- 
dom fails to spread over all the earth? God has 
laid on us the responsibility and given us the joy 
of prevailing with him in prayer for our friends 
and for all the world. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


8. Molten calf. Probably a wooden form was 
made, and then covered with gold plate, which had 
been made by melting and hammering out the orna- 
ments that had been contributed. 

9. Stiffnecked people. People who will not bend 
to the commandment of Jehovah. 

10. I will make of thee a great nation. Since 
Moses was himself a descendant of Abraham, Jeho- 
vah’s promise to him would still have been fulfilled 
in this case. 

14. And Jehovah repented. Augustine says, “An 
unexpected change in the things which God has 
put in his own power is called repentance.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What was “the book of the covenant”? 
was it read to the people? 

2. Why was the blood of the sacrifices sprinkled 
both on the altar and on the people? 


Why 
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3. How did Jehovah know what the people were 
doing? How does he know everything we do, even 
though our parents and teachers do not know? 

4. Would the people have fallen into this sin if 
Moses had been with them? What restraining in- 
fluences are exerted on us by older Christians? 

5. Why ought we to pray for others and for the 
heathen world? 

6. In what ways is Moses’ prayer a model for our 
intercessory prayers? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 12. Who is Jesus Christ? 

A. Jesus Christ is God’s eternal and only-begotten 
Son who humbled himself to become man, and so is 
God and man. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What is-a theocracy? Illustrate from the his- 
tory of the children of Israel. 

2. How was the old covenant ratified? 
the new covenant ratified? : 
3. What is the significance of the fact that Jeho- 
vah planned the tabernacle, its furniture, and wor- 

ship, to the last detail? 

4. What Commandment did the children of Israel 
break? Why did they break it? 

5. In what ways did Jehovah invite Moses to 
intercede for the children of Israel? In what ways 
does God invite us to intercede for sinners? 

6. In what sense are all people God’s people? 
How is God’s glory involved in our salvation and 
the triumph of Christ’s Kingdom? What promises 
may we plead in our intercessions? 


How is 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 10. How did God create man? 
A. God created man male and female, after his 
own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and _ holi- 
ness, with dominion over the creatures. 


Lesson IX (XXII)—THE REPORT OF THE SPIES 


The Golden Text—‘This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”—I John 5: 4. 
TEXT OF LESSON, NUM. 14: 1-10 


For entire lesson, see Num. 13:1 to 14: 38. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night. 

2 And all the children of Is’ra-el murmured 
against Mo’ses and against Aa’ron: and the whole 
congregation said unto them, Would God that we 
had died in the land of E’gypt! or would God we 
had died in this wilderness! 

3 And wherefore hath the Lorp brought us unto 
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1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night. 2 And 
all the children of Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron: and the whole congregation 
said unto them, Would that we had died in the 
land of Egypt! or would that we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 And wherefore doth Jehovah bring 
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this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey? were it not better 
for us to return into E’gypt? 

4. And they said one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into H’gypt. 

5 Then Mo’ses and Aa’ron fell on their faces be- 
fore all the assembly of the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Is’ra-el. 

6 { And Josh’u-a the son of Nun, and Ca‘leb the 
son of Je-phun’neh, which were of them that 
searched the land, rent their clothes: 


The Report 


7 And they spake unto all the company of the . 


children of Is’ra-el, saying, The land, which we 
passed through to search it, is an exceeding good 
land. 

8 If the Lorp delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. 

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lorp, neither 
fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
for us: their defence is departed from them, and 
the Lorp is with us: fear them not. 

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with 
stones. And the glory of the Lorp appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the chil- 
dren of Is’ra-el. 


The Time—The latter part of the fifth month of 
the second year after the Exodus. 
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us unto this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives 
and our little ones will be a prey: were it not bet- 
ter for us to return into Egypt? 

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt. 5 Then 
Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the 
assembly of the congregation of the children of Is- 
rael. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh, who were of them that spied out 
the land, rent their clothes: 7 and they spake unto 
all the congregation of the children of Israel, say- 
ing, The land, which we passed through to spy it 
out, is an exceeding good land. 8 If Jehovah de- 
light in us, then he will bring us into this land, and 
give it unto us; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. 9 Only rebel not against Jehovah, neither 
fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
for us: their defence is removed from over them, 
and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. 10 But 
all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 
And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of 
meeting unto all the children of Israel. 


The Place—Kadesh. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; February 24.00... 05 cakes ce aw esis The Spies Sent Outs... 6. ccc. eee cece es. Num. 13 : 17-25. 
Mnesday, Pebruary 28.350 . + seus ayn see ere The Report of the Spies.........+..eeseeeee Num. 13: 26-33. 
Wednesday, February 26:...........s-.+-- Why wemmel Pailed o.oo... one ane ene ene es Num. 14: 1-10. 
hursday, HP eOuruary. 2 o5 0 ooo sbi ss eo ene Seite CHV LTC HCL scission Ge nye ele oe ones Heb. 4: 1-7. 
Mriday., Febrnary 2072 >,00’see bea hes eee Our Refuge and Strength...............-+-. Psalm 46. 
SATE) gene bo eet Decl PRIS Soe metric ot Victory Through Faith.............-.-.+-:- I John 5: 1-12. 
Pte ee AD POM HS aie 63s bo isle ee elias sa one More Than’ Conquerors... .. 2... seesaw eH. Rom. 8 : 31-39. 


ON THE FRONTIER OF THE PROMISED 
LAND 


About seventeen months after the children of Is- 
rael had been delivered from Egypt, they were en- 
camped on the frontiers of the land which Jehovah 
had promised to their forefathers. They had left 
the never-to-be-forgotten “mountain of God.” They 
had crossed what Moses afterwards called “the 
great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery 
serpents and scorpions, and thirsty ground where 
was no water.” They had come to Kadesh, the 
modern ’Ain Kadis, or Spring of Kadesh. To the 
east of the camp rose the cliffs which fringed the 
upland Negeb, or South country of Palestine. To 
the west was a wide plain where the Canaanites 
were mobilizing. Beyond lay the land of Jehovah’s 
promises and their dreams, “a good land and a large 

.a land flowing with milk and honey.” Soon, 
they thought, that rich and smiling land was to 
be their own! Jehovah had promised it to 
them. 


A SCOUTING EXPEDITION 


Tt seems to have been the general opinion in the 
camp that a scouting expedition ought to be sent 
out before the conquest was begun. This plan was 
also authorized by Jehovah. So twelve men of 
princely rank, fit for such an important and dan- 
gerous mission in the enemies’ country, were se- 
lected, one from each tribe. The names of two of 
them are immortal, Caleb and Joshua. Moses gave 
the spies full instructions. They were to avoid the 
Canaanites by going south around the cliffs and 
then striking up through the Negeb. They were to 
traverse the country from south to north, and bring 
back a full report of its soil, its timber, its prod- 
ucts, of which they were to bring such samples as 
they could; its inhabitants, whether they were war- 
like or timid, whether they lived in open towns and 
hamlets or fortified cities. And above all, they 
were to keep their courage up, whatever they saw 
or whatever befell them. The ‘scouting expedition 
obeyed part of its instructions, and succeeded in 
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investigating the country as far north as Rehob in 
the upper Jordan valley. Coming south, they would 
not be so likely to arouse suspicion, so they re- 
turned by way of Hebron, and reached camp along 
the route which the children of Israel would natu- 
rally take when they invaded Canaan, the route 
along the western edge of the mountains. Some- 
where in the vicinity of Hebron which is noted for 
its very fine grapes, in a valley called Eschol, which 
means “cluster,” they secured a mammoth bunch of 


grapes which they carefully carried along with them, | 


together with some pomegranates and figs, as sam- 
ples of the products of the 
fertile Promised Land. 


THE REPORT OF THE 


SPIES 
The news that the scout- 
ing expedition had _ re- 


turned, and was making 
its report to Moses, spread 
quickly through the camp. 
Everyone hurried to hear 
what the spies had to say. 
The spies were most dis- 
couraging. They admitted 
that the country was all 
they had been led to ex- 
pect, and they showed the 
fruits they had brought. 
But they said that there 
were warlike peoples 
everywhere, from the 
south to the north, and 
from the coast to the 
Jordan. They lived in 
great, fortified cities, and 
there were terrible giants 
among them. As the spies 
went on with their report, 
the great crowd listening 
to them grew sicker and 
sicker at heart. And when 
the spies were through, 
there was a restless mur- 
mur of despair. But 
listen! One of the spies 
was saying something! It 
was Caleb,a prince of the 
tribe of Judah! He was making an impassioned 
plea! The crowd quieted down to listen to him. He 
was saying, “Let us go up at once, and take this land: 
we are well able to do so,” and Joshua, their old 
leader against the Amalekites was nodding his head 
in strong approval of what Caleb said! But the rest 
of the spies were more discouraging than ever. 
Now they said that all the people in Canaan were 
almost giants, and that they had actually seen the 
terrible Nephilim there! The Nephilim were so 
huge and fierce that the spies said they felt like 
grasshoppers when they saw them! Then the crowd 
was panic-stricken! 
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et 


THE PANIC AND THREATENED REVO- 
LUTION 


Everything was forgotten now but the terror 
caused by the spies’ report. The crowd swayed 
back and forth in its panic. All were weeping, and 
wringing their hands. They were moaning: “O 
that we had died in Egypt! O that we had died 
in the wilderness! Why did Jehovah bring us out 
to die by the sword of these terrible people! Our 
wives and our babies will be slaughtered! Oh, let’s 
go back to Egypt!” Then another proposal spread 
like wildfire in the fright- 
ened mob. “Let’s depose 
Moses, and choose a leader 
who will take us back to 
Egypt!”—that was equiva- 
lent to throwing off their 
allegiance to Jehovah, 
their covenant King, but 
they were too frightened 
and faithless to care about 
that now. 

Moses and Aaron fell 
on their faces in an agony 
of prayer to Jehovah. 
Caleb and Joshua _ tore 
their clothes, to show their 
distress at the rebellion of 
the people against Je- 
hovah. They tried to 
bring: the people to their 
senses by crying: “It’s a 
good land, a very good 


land! Jehovah will give 
us this good land! Re- 
member Jehovah! Only 


don’t rebel against Je- 
hovah! We can easily 
swallow these people up. 
They are defenseless 
against Jehovah! Je- 
hovah is with us! Don’t 
fear them!” But the peo- 
ple were crazy with fear 
and unbelief. In _ their 
wild 
cried: “Stone these des- 
perate fools. Stone them! 
Stone them!” What outrageous unbelief and re- 
bellion against Jehovah! . 


JEHOVAH’S WRATH 


While the mob was shrieking, “Stone them, stone 
them!” the wonderful glory of Jehovah, their King, 
glowed and shone in the tabernacle. Jehovah in- 
terposed. Was not: their action unforgivable? Je- 
hovah had brought them safely out of Egypt! Jeho- 
vah had entered into a covenant with them at Mount 
Sinai! Jehovah had promised to give them the 
Land of Canaan! And now they wanted to murder 
those who trusted Jehovah! No wonder Jehovah’s 


abandonment they _ 


: 


i 


4 


| 


21. =e 


yr. ™ 


2 le oer 


Lesson IX (XXII) 


majesty shone out like the light of Judgment Day 
from the tabernacle! No wonder Jehovah said: 
“How long will this people despise me? How long 
will they refuse to believe in me after all the proofs 
I have given of my power?, I will wipe this people 
out with a pestilence, and disinherit them, and make 
of Moses a greater and a mightier nation.” 


MOSES AGAIN INTERCEDES 


But Moses again interceded to save the people. 
Again he pleaded with Jehovah that his glory was 
involved in saving the people, in spite of their re- 
bellion. He pleaded that the Egyptians and the 
other nations knew that Israel was Jehovah’s peo- 
ple; and they would say that Jehovah was unable 
to fulfill his promise to give the Land of Canaan 
to his people. He besought Jehovah to pardon them 
according to the greatness of his loving-kindness, the 
loving-kindness which had repeatedly forgiven them 
since they left Egypt. Again the plea of Moses 
prevailed. Jehovah would not destroy the cove- 
nant people nor disinherit them, though they had 
broken the covenant. Jehovah would be faithful, 
even though the people-were faithless. But Jeho- 
vah said that the present generation had had its 
chance, and forever lost it. None of them above 
twenty years of age should ever see the land which 
they had so rebelliously refused to receive from 
Jehovah—none of them, except those loyal, stout- 
hearted princes, Caleb and Joshua. The younger 
generation and the children whom they were just 
now bewailing as a prey to the Canaanites, by Je- 
hovah’s power should inherit the land. “To-mor- 
row,” said Jehovah, “turn in your tracks away 
from the Promised Land, and go back toward the 
Red Sea to spend forty years in the wilderness as 
a punishment for your unbelief.” The ten spies 
who had incited the people to rebellion had for- 
feited their lives for high treason, and a sudden 
stroke from Jehovah carried them off. 


ANOTHER OUTBREAK OF DISOBEDIENCE 


This interposition of Jehovah changed the senti- 
ment of the people. But it changed their sentiment 
from bad to worse. One day they disobeyed Jeho- 
vah because they thought they were too weak, even 
with Jehovah’s help, to take Canaan. The next 
they were in despair because they had lost their 
chance. They said: “We are here. Just yesterday 
the land might have been ours if we had only gone 
up to take it. It is the land which Jehovah has 
promised us. To-day we will take it.” “To-day” 
they would disobey Jehovah because they» thought 
they were strong enough, even without Jehovah’s 


help, to take Canaan. But the land was to them 


no longer a promised land: it was now a forbidden 
land. But in their stubborn disobedience, nothing 
moved them. Moses pleaded with them not to sin 
against Jehovah. Moses predicted dire disaster. 
Moses refused to have anything to do with their 
wicked enterprise. But they went out to fight in 
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their own strength, proudly and stubbornly. North- 
ward they marched toward the forbidden land and 
its defenders. The Amalekites and the Canaanites 
fell on them from the mountains, and beat them 
down, and drove them off. They straggled back to 
camp, and as Moses says, “Ye returned and wept 
before Jehovah; but Jehovah hearkened not to your 
voice, nor gave ear unto you.” 


REBELS 


At Kadesh the children of Israel refused to fall 
in with the plans of Jehovah. Jehovah said that 
the Land of Canaan was the land which he had 
given unto the children of Israel. Jehovah gave 
them the land when they came to Kadesh, and they 
would not take it. They were both unbelieving and 
disobedient. The report of the spies made them 
think that Jehovah could not give them the land, 
although Jehovah had broken the power of Egypt 
for their sakes, and Egypt was far more powerful 
than all the peoples of Canaan put together. So 
they were unbelieving. They were also disobedient. 
Even though they could not see exactly how Jeho- 
vah could give them the land, they ought to have 
tried to take it, because Jehovah had commanded. 
They were disobedient again, when, after they had 
had their chance and lost it, they attempted, con- 
trary to Jehovah’s commands, to take the land in 
their own strength. There is nothing worse in the 
world than unbelief and disobedience to God. 

Are any of you living at Kadesh? Think what 
Jehovah has promised to you, and told you to take, 
and to do for him. Why don’t you do it? Is it be- 
cause the difficulties are so great that you do not 
see how God can possibly do for you or through 
you the things he says he will? And do you refuse 
to try for those reasons? Then you are just as 
faithless as the children of Israel. Even if you 
cannot see how God is going to do the things he 
says he will do, there is one thing you must do— 
obey him! If you do not obey him, the chance will 
be gone, and you will have rebelled against the God 
who has been so full of loving-kindness and tender 
mercy to you. Are you a rebel? 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


5. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces. In 
prayer. 

6. And Joshua ... and Caleb... rent their 
clothes. An Eastern way of showing sorrow or dis- 
tress. 

8. If Jehovah delight in us. 
will help us. 

9. For they are bread for us. We can eat them 
up; overcome them. Their defence is removed 
from over them. Literally, “Their shadow is de- 
parted from them.” In those hot lands, a shadow 
was a protection, and a symbol of protection. 

10. The glory of Jehovah. The shining mani- 
festation of his presence in the tabernacle. 


Is favorable to us; 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What part of their instructions did the spies 
obey? What part did they disobey? 

2. What reasons did.the children of Israel have 
for believing that Jehovah could give them the 
Land of Canaan? What reasons have we for think- 
ing that God will enable us to do what he com- 
mands? 

3. What reasons did Caleb and Joshua give for 
attempting to go on with the conquest? 

4. Why did the children of Israel want to stone 
Caleb and Joshua? What prevented them? Do 
we ever feel angry at those who try to get us to obey 
God? 

5. What were the penalties for disobedience? 
Are there any similar penalties now? 

6. What has God offered you? What has God 
asked you to do for him? Are you a rebel, unbe- 
lieving and disobedient? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 13. How did Jesus Christ become man? 
A. Jesus Christ became man by being born of the 
Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, as it had been 
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foretold; and his name was called Jesus, which 
means Saviour, because he was to save his people 
from their sins. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Why was the second report of the spies worse 
than the first? 

2. What were the real reasons for the failure of 
the children of Israel to take Canaan? What are 
the real reasons for our failure to enjoy the bless- 
ings and perform the duties of the Christian life’ 

3. Name some servants of God who were actually 
killed because they tried to get the people to obey 
God. 

4. Do lost chances ever come back? 

5. Show that God is faithful even when his peo- 
ple are faithless. 

6. In what ways are you like the rebellious chil- 
dren of Israel? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence? 
A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy, 
wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his 
creatures, and all their actions. 


Lesson X (XXII1I)—JOSHUA, PATRIOT AND LEADER 


The Golden Text—‘“Be strong and of a good courage.”—Josh. 1: 9. 
TEXT OF LESSON, JOSH. 1:1-9 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Now after the death of Mo’ses the servant of 
the Lorp it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto 
Josh’u-a the son of Nun, Mo’ses’ minister, saying, 


2 Mo’ses my servant is dead; now therefore 
arise, go over this Jor’dan, thou, and all this peo- 
ple, unto the land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Is’ra-el. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said 
unto Mo’ses. 


4. From the wilderness and this Leb’a-non even 
unto the great river, the river Eu-phra’tes, all the 
land of the Hit’tites, and unto the great sea toward 
the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. 


5 There shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Mo’ses, 
so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee. 


6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this 
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 


7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 


1 Copyright. 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


1 Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the 
servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spake unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, 2 Moses my 
servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land 
which I do give to them, even to the children of 
Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spake 
unto Moses. 4 From the wilderness, and this Leba- 
non, even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, 
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, shall be your 
border. 5 There shall not any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee. 6 Be strong and of good courage; 
for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 7 
Only be strong and very courageous, to observe to 
do according to all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand 
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THE JORDAN NEAR THE JERICHO PLAINS 


which Mo’ses my servant commanded thee: turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 


8 This book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to 
for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success. 


9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lorp thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest. 


The Time—Near the close of the period of mourn- 
ing for Moses. 


or to the left, that thou mayest have good success 
whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate thereon day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good success. 9 
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
be not affrighted, neither be thou 


thy God is 


good courage; 


dismayed: for Jehovah with thee 


whithersoever thou goest. 


The Place—The plains of Moab near the Jordan. 
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ON THE FRONTIER AGAIN 


Something like thirty-eight years had _ passed 
since the children of Israel were encamped on the 
southern frontier of the Promised Land, which their 
unbelief had made a forbidden land. Now they were 
encamped again on the frontier but this time on the 
eastern frontier, at Shittim, which means “acacias,” 
opposite Jericho. The camp lay on “a wide, rich 
plain at the foot of the mountains of Moab,” which 
forms the topmost of the three terraces leading 
down to the Jordan. “Beyond are the fords of the 
Jordan, and the western heights; in the distance 


southwards, the hills of Judea, on which the purple 
light rests.” None of the elder generation who lost 
their chance of the Promised Land so many years 
before were now alive, except only Caleb and 
Joshua. Miriam and Aaron were dead. Moses, the 
grand old man, with his undimmed eye and his 
natural force unabated, in meek obedience to the 
command of Jehovah, whom he had once in his life 
dishonored, had climbed up Mount Pisgah, from the 
camp at Shittim, and looked across the Jordan to 
the Promised Land on which he was not to set foot. 
And there; with that view lingering in his eyes, he 
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had died, and Jehovah had buried him. Now 
Joshua, a prince of the house of Ephraim, was the 
leader of the covenant people, on the frontier of the 
Promised Land. 


THE PRINCE A MINISTER 


Young Prince Joshua had won his spurs when he 
led the picked troops of Israel in victorious battle 
against the treacherous Amalekite nomads in the 
Sinaitic mountains. His spurs were a name! And 
that name is ever glorious. The young Ephraimite 
prince had first been called Hoshea, which means 
“save.” But Moses had given him another name, 
Joshua, which means “Jehovah is salvation.” What 
an honor to win a name like that! The name he 
won was to have a glory of which the Ephraimite 
prince ‘never dreamed. For the Saviour of the 
world was named Joshua. “Jesus” is the Greek 
form of the Hebrew “Joshua.” Joshua had the 
great distinction of bearing the name of Jesus! We 
have a similar distinction, for we are called “Chris- 
tians,’” which means “Christ’s people.” 

Prince Joshua had a title as well as a name, and 
that title is as glorious as his name. The first verse 
of the lesson gives him that title, “Moses’ min- 
ister.” Years before, at the beginning of his career, 
he had won that title. Ex. 24:13. It is the most 
honorable title in the world. A minister is one who 
serves, waits on, or attends another. Jesus was the 
world’s greatest Minister: “The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” The 
greatest thing in the world is to be a minister, one 
who serves. For forty years Joshua was Moses’ 
minister. For forty years Joshua was constantly in 
the company of that great, good man, serving him, 
waiting on him, attending him. It was those forty 
years of service which made Joshua a great man, 
and made him worthy of his great name and his 
great title. The path to glory and renown lies open 
before you: it is the path of service. 

Those forty years were not only years of service; 
they were years of asSociation with one of the great- 
est of men, whom Joshua delighted to take as his 
example and model. Think what it meant to him 
to be day and night in the company of such a man, 
sharing his inmost thoughts and plans, hearing his 
,prayers, doing his bidding, and growing every day 
more like him! It will be a happy day for any of 
you in which you find some older man or woman 
who knows God and does his will to be your model 
and example. Who are the men and women whom 
you would desire with all your heart to be like? 
Find some one who will be to you what Moses was 
to Joshua, and be to them what Joshua was to 
Moses! And never forget that there is One who is 
very far greater than Joshua or Moses with whom 
you may keep constant company in your thoughts, 
whose prayers for you, you may share, whom you 
may delight to serve, whose every wish you may 
anticipate, and whom you may grow to be like: and 
that is Jesus, the great Minister! 
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THE YOUNG PRINCE'S SPIRITUAL LIFE 


Before the tabernacle was built Moses pitched a 
tent which he called “the tent of meeting.” It was 
the place where Jehovah met the children of Israel. 
This tent was pitched outside the camp because the 
people had so sinned against Jehovah in their 
wicked and licentious worship of the golden calf. 
All those who truly repented of their sins and de- 
sired forgiveness and to be at peace with Jehovah 
used to go out of the camp to the tent of meeting 
and seek Jehovah there. There “Jehovah spake 
unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his 
friend.” That is what spiritual life is: speaking 
with God as with our great Friend! Moses had to 
leave the tent at times to do his-work in the camp, 
but this wonderful tribute is paid to Joshua, “But 
his minister Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, 
departed not out of the Tent.” Young man that he 
was, he had learned the necessity and the happiness 
of prayer. We are never too young to learn that. 
We are never too young to learn that now every 
place is just as much a place where our God may 
be sought and talked to and met as the tent of 
meeting was in Joshua’s day. The whole world since 
Jesus came and died is a tent of meeting where we 


may live with our great Friend and learn to serve © 


him. 
THE YOUNG PRINCE’S COURAGE 


Joshua was still a young man when he found use 
for all he had learned from Moses and for all the 
strength he had gained at the tent of meeting. He 
had been chosen as one of the twelve bold and hardy 


‘princes who went on the perilous scouting expedi- 


tion into the enemies’ country. Caleb, a prince of 
the house of Judah, and the young Ephraimite 
prince had been alone in keeping up their courage 
and faith. And their courage and faith put them 
in peril of their lives. Remember how they stood, 


with the wild mob shrieking around them, and ‘stead. : 


fastly cried, “With Jehovah’s help we can take this 
land.” The people in the rebellious mob had stones 
in their hands to crush the life out of fearless Caleb 
and Joshua when the appearance of Jehovah’s glory 


‘in the tent of meeting saved them! 


There will be many a time when those who stand 
up for God and right will be in peril. They will 
certainly be in peril of being “laughed at, and 
sneered at, and called fools. The wicked and un- 


believing will be angry at them, and will try to © 


make them yield, or to do them harm. They may 
come into peril of their very lives as Caleb and 
Joshua did, or they may even lose their lives as 
Jesus did. But how very much better it is to be 
laughed at, and jeered at, and even to be hated and 


killed, than ever to give up courage and faith! j 


THE PRINCE’S REWARD 


The reward of all the Ephraimite prince’s service 
of Moses, of all his profiting by Moses’ example, 
of all his prayers and all his courage, was more re- 
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sponsibility. Now he was called to stand in Moses’ 
place as the leader of the covenant people! Num- 
bers 27 : 18-23 tells us how Joshua was solemnly 
ordained to be the leader of the people. Deuteron- 
omy 31:14, 23 tells us the charge which Jehovah 
gave Joshua when he was about to assume his new 
responsibilities. Be sure to learn the charge, which 
is repeated in the last verse of our lesson. 

When Moses was dead, and the period of mourn- 
ing for him was over, Joshua waited for directions 
from Jehovah, and he received them. Joshua 1 : 1-5 
renews Joshua’s commission and Jehovah’s promises 
to Israel. “Far as the eye could reach, to the 
heights of Anti-Lebanon in the extreme distance, to 
the shores of the Great Sea, to the Euphrates in the 
east—all was theirs, and not a foeman should with- 
stand them, for God would not fail, nor forsake their 
leader.” Verses 6-9 state the conditions on which 


: Jehovah would be with Joshua, and the conditions 
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on which he will be with us. First, obedience. This 
condition is stated again and again, “Observe to do 
according to all the law”; “turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left”; “This book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth’; “Have not I 
commanded thee?” Obedience is altogether neces- 
sary. It was altogether necessary for Joshua; it 
is altogether necessary for us. Second, faith. “Be 
strong and of good courage”; “Only be strong and 
very courageous”; “Be strong and of good cour- 
age; be not affrighted, neither be thou dismayed: 
for Jehovah thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest.” It is only the faith that God is with 
us, that he will never fail us nor forsake us, that 
will enable us to stand and be of good courage. 
Obedience and faith in God: with these two Joshua 
was invincible. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


4. From the wilderness. The boundaries of the 
Promised Land. All the land of the Hittites. 
Here used of the Canaanites in general. 

8. This book of the law. Joshua is to be always 
speaking and thinking of Jehovah’s law. 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Moses die without entering Canaan? 
See Num. 20: 10-13. 

2. How was Joshua honored in his name? 
are we honored by the name we bear? 

3. How was Joshua honored in his title? 

4. In what practical ways may we be ministers? 

5. When do we need courage? 


6. Why is obedience necessary if we desire the 
help of God? 


How 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 14. How did Jesus Christ live on earth? 

A. Jesus Christ lived on earth a truly human life, 
with its joys and sorrows, being tempted as we are 
yet without sin, always doing the will of God, and 
so setting us a perfect example. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. In how many ways is Joshua the type of 
Christ? 

2. What advantages did Joshua gain from asso- 
ciation with Moses? How may we gain similar 
advantages? 

3. Whom do you particularly admire and try to 
imitate? Do you admire them for qualities like 
those which made Moses great? 

4. What is “spiritual-mindedness”? 

5. Are we ever called upon to stand up for the 
right under conditions at all similar to those in 
which Joshua nearly lost his life? How may we 
serve our country? 

6. How are courage and faith connected? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 12. What special act of providence did God 
exercise towards man, in the estate wherein he was 
created? 

A. When God had ereated man, he entered into a 
covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect 
obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death. 


Lesson XI (XXIV)—THE CITIES OF REFUGE 


The Golden Text—‘Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.”—Matt. 5: 7. 
TEXT OF LESSON, JOSH., CH. 20 


COMMON VERSION 


1 The Lorp also spake unto Josh’u-a, saying, 
2 Speak to the children of Is’ra-el, saying, Ap- 
point out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake 


7 unto you by the hand of Mo’ses: 


3 That the slayer that killeth any person uwun- 
awares and unwittingly may flee thither: and they 


- shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE! 

1 And Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying, 2 
Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Assign you 
the cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you by 
Moses, 3 that the manslayer that killeth any person 
unwittingly and unawares may flee thither: and 
they shall be unto you for a refuge from the avenger 
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4, And when he that doth flee unto one of those 
cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the 
city, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the 
elders of that city, they shall take him into the city 
unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell 
among them. 


5 And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, 
then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his 
hand; because he smote his neighbour unwittingly, 
and hated him not beforetime. 


6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand 
before the congregation for judgment, and until the 
death of the high priest that shall be in those days: 
then shall the slayer return, and come unto his own 
city, and unto his own house, unto the city from 
whence he fled. 


7 § And they appointed Ke’desh in Gal’i-lee in 
mount Naph’ta-li, and She’chem in mount E’phra-im, 
and Kir-jath-ar’ba, which is He’bron, in the moun- 
tain of Ju’dah. 


8 And on the other side Jor’dan by Jer’i-cho 
eastward, they assigned Be’zer in the wilderness 
upon the plain out of the tribe of Reu’ben, and Ra’- 
moth in Gil’e-ad out of the tribe of Gad, and Go’- 
lan in Ba’shan out of the tribe of Ma-nas’- 
seh. 


9 These were the cities appointed for all the chil- 
dren of Is’ra-el, and for the stranger that so- 
journeth among them, that whosoever killeth any 
person at unawares might flee thither, and not die 
by the hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood 
before the congregation. 


The Time—Shortly after the last lesson. 
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of blood. 4 And he shall flee unto one of those 
cities, and shall stand at the entrance of .the gate 
of the city, and declare his cause in the ears of the 
elders of that city; and they shall take him into the 
city unto them, and give him a place, that he may 
dwell among them. 5 And if the avenger of blood 
pursue after him, then they shall not deliver up 
the manslayer into his hand; because he smote his 
neighbor unawares, and hated him not beforetime. 
6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand 
before the congregation for judgment, until the 
death of the high priest that shall be in those days: 
then shall the manslayer return, and come unto his 
own city, and unto his own house, unto the city 
from whence he fled. | 
7 And they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the 
hill-country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill- 
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (the same is 
Hebron) in the hill-country of Judah. 8 And be- 
yond the Jordan at Jericho eastward, they assigned 
Bezer in the wilderness in the plain out of the tribe 
of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe 
of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of 
Manasseh. 9 These were the appointed cities for all 


the children of Israel, and for the stranger that so- — 


journeth among them, that whosoever killeth any 
person unwittingly might flee thither, and not die 
by the hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood 
before the congregation. 


The Place—Canaan. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, ‘Marehy 10 niint: feiss te ae cree Cities of ‘Refuge«Appeinted usec e ss bee ees Num. 35: 9-21. 
Tuesday; March shliak gintsh ce eee. oie Rulesctorm Refugees, 7 25 sero ne. a tted ek Num. 35 : 22-34. 
Wednesday,. March: 12% 3 o3:h pantie ate: The Cities of Rebugeyad, eet. ain Gel «soma es Josh., ch. 20. 
Thursday: Warch la sien ces ash ao ease A Life Lost Through Disobedience............ I Kings 2 : 36-46. 
Friday,- March. 147.00. 003 Cede re Av Refuge of, Testing ae oe eae. eee ee Isa. 28 : 14-22. 
Saturday, March *15.'s kes got ace ee A Sure “Refuge 4 54 tat ae eee ae Heb. 6: 13-20 
Sunday; March 10s. pao se eek ee Jechovah-a’ Reluge. Frise ee een we eee Psalm 91. 


THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 


From the camp at Shittim the children of Israel 
moved across the Jordan, and established them- 
selves at a fixed camp at Gilgal, which was 
strategically located, protected in the rear by the 
Jordan, and making a fine headquarters for a move- 
ment against the outpost of Canaanitish power at 
the important city of Jericho, which commanded 
the passes into the mountains. Jericho fell under 
circumstances which made it very clear that it was 
by the power of Jehovah that Canaan was to be con- 
quered. Ai, a city in the mountains, west of Jericho 
was next taken. Now the children of Israel had a 
secure foothold in Canaan, and an adequate base 
from which to extend their conquests. 


Joshua’s strategy consisted in establishing himself 
in the center of the country, and so making it pos- 
sible to deal with the enemies to the north and 
to the south in separate campaigns. Five kings 
in the south entered into an alliance under the 
leadership of the king of Jerusalem. They were 
defeated, and by sudden and masterly strokes 
Joshua so followed up his advantage that the whole 
central and southern portion of Canaan was con- 
quered. ‘ 

Returning to headquarters at Gilgal, Joshua 
turned his attention to the north, where another 
confederacy of kings, under the leadership of the 
king of Hazor, had formed to resist his advance. 
These allied armies were defeated in a battle at 


i at i i 
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the waters of Merom, and the north country lay at 
Joshua’s mercy. 

These campaigns in Canaan occupied several years. 
As a result of them the power of the Canaanites was 
broken, but they were not exterminated. Fortified 
towns here and there were left in their power, and 
in many cases fugitives from towns besieged and de- 
stroyed, returned and reéstablished themselves in 
their old strongholds. Indeed, it was not till the 
time of David, about three hundred years later, 
that the conquest was at all complete. 


THE ALLOTMENT OF THE LAND 


The allotment of the conquered territory was car- 
ried out by a commission consisting of Eleazar, 
Aaron’s third son, who had succeeded to the high- 
priesthood, Joshua, and the 
heads of fathers’ houses. 
Hight and a half tribes re- 
ceived territory west of the 
Jordan. The tribes of Reu- 
ben and Gad and half the 
tribe of Manasseh had al- 
ready settled east of the 
Jordan, though their fight- 
ing men had fought shoul- 
der to shoulder with their 
brothers in the conquest of 
the western country. The 
tribe of Levi, which was 
consecrated to religious 
duties, received no _allot- 
ment of land, though cities 
scattered through the coun- 
try were assigned to them 
to live in. 


THE AVENGER OF 
BLOOD 


Human life is sacred. 
From the earliest times 
the taking of human life 
was regarded as the most 
serious of crimes. It was 
punishable by death. 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.” Gen. 9: 6.. To-day the murderer is 
tried in the courts and punished by process of law. 
But the ancient Greeks, Germans, and.Slavs as well 
as the Semitic peoples, to which branch of the hu- 
man family the Hebrews belonged, left the punish- 
ment of murder to the private responsibility of the 
next of kin. The next of kin on whom this judicial 
responsibility fell was called “the avenger of blood.” 
As Dr. Davis says: “He slew the murderer or the 
unintentional homicide, without any preliminary 
trial to settle the actual facts of the case. Then, 
very probably, the nearest relative of the second 
man slain murdered the avenger of blood, and a 
blood feud was established.” The Law of Moses, al- 
though still making the next of kin responsible for 
the execution of justice on the willful murderer, 
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abolished the worst features of the old Semitic 
custom by protecting the unintentional manslayer 
from the unreasoning rage of the avenger of blood. 
This was done by the establishment of cities of 
refuge 


THE CITIES OF REFUGE 


When the land was allotted to the tribes, Joshua 
carried out the provisions of the Law already given 
to Moses by Jehovah, Ex. 21:13; Num. 35: 9-14, 
for the protection of those who had killed anyone 
“unwittingly and unawares.” Six cities were desig- 
nated as cities of refuge. Three of these were west 
of the Jordan: Kedesh in the north; Shechem in the 
center; and Hebron in the south. Three were east 


of the Jordan: Golan in the north; Ramoth in the 


center; and Bezer in the south. This distribution 
of the cities made them easily accessible from any 
part of the country. 

If anyone was unfortunate enough to take the life 
of another by accident he could flee to the nearest 
city of refuge and escape the immediate vengeance 
of the avenger of blood. On his arrival just within 
the gates of the city, where the forum or place of 
judgment at which the elders of the city sat to dis- 
pense justice was located, he was accorded a fair 
trial. If it appeared that willful murder had been 
committed the refugee was delivered over to the 
avenger of blood, who executed the sentence. But 
if the refugee was found to have killed a man ac- 
cidently or in self-defense, without hatred or intent 
to kill, he was given sanctuary in the city and al- 
lowed to live there in safety. At the death of the 
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high priest, who was the head of the theocratic 
government and the representative of the whole 
people before Jehovah, however, the refugee was 
returned to the city where the involuntary killing 
had occurred, to stand trial before the elders there. 
By that time it might be presumed that the avenger 
of blood would be cool enough to desire justice and 
not revenge, and the death of the high priest would 
provide a period of amnesty. 


UNINTENTIONAL OFFENDERS 


The cities of refuge protected unintentional of- 
fenders. The avenger of blood in the heat of his 
grief and rage would be too likely to overlook the 
fact that it is the intention which makes the wrong 
or the crime. And that is just what we are too 
likely to overlook when others offend against us. 
We do not stop to ask whether they really intended 
to vex us or wrong us, but we are at once so angry 
that we can think of little less than getting even. 
This old law, given so long before the teaching of 
Christ changed the whole spirit of our relationship 
to those who offend us, can teach us better. A very 
wise man has said, “Seldom do people vex us on 
purpose: it is only prejudice that makes us think 
they do.” When we are offended or vexed, or when 
others sin against us in more serious ways, the spirit 
of this old law requires us to consider whether they 
intended to do it; whether it was done with malice 
or hatred; and if we find, as we are most likely 
to find, that we have been offended or sinned against 
“unwittingly and unawares,’ we must give up all 
thought of revenge, and must treat the offender as 
if nothing had happened, for really nothing has hap- 
pened in motive. 


INTENTIONAL OFFENDERS 


But the law of Christ goes very much farther. 
Christ commands us to forgive not only the uninten- 
tional offenders but those who offend against us with 
malice and hatred. “But I say unto you that hear, 
Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, 
bless them that curse you, pray for them that 
despitefully use you.” We are to forgive not only 
those whom we find to be innocent of any intent 
to injure us, but even those who are guilty of willful 
hatred, malice, and hurtful speech and acts. For 
so God forgives us for Christ’s sake. 

The cities of refuge have been considered as types 
of Christ who is the only Refuge we have. But the 
cities of refuge were only for the unintentional of- 
fenders, while Christ is very far greater, since he 
is a Refuge not only for those who sin in ignorance 
or without intention, but even for the willful and 
rebellious, if they will flee to him ard trust their 
helpless souls to him. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 
Most of these are explained in the lesson comment. 
6. Stand before the congregation for judgment. 

Before the elders, representing the people, in the 
city where the deed had been done. 
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7. And they set apart. Rather, they sanctified, 
set apart for a sacred purpose. Galilee. Means 
“circle,” “region,” “district.” This name was 
originally applied to a district in the hill country 
of Naphtali. 

9. And for the stranger that sojourneth. The 
right of sanctuary was extended not only to Israel- 
ites but to “naturalized foreigners.” Until he stood 
before the congregation. Until he appeared for 
trial in his home city after the death of the high 
priest. 

FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Where was Joshua’s headquarters for the con- 
quest of Canaan? Describe the fall of Jericho... 

2. Where was the tabernacle permanently lo- 
cated? Where was the allotment of the land carried 
out? 

3. Who was the avenger of blood, and what were 
his duties? 

4. How did the cities of refuge insure a fair 
trial to the unintentional offender? 

5. How do people offend against us? Why are 
we apt to regard many more offenses as inten- 
tional than is really the case? 

6. How should we treat those who unintentionally 
offend against us? 

7. According to the teaching of Christ how should 
we treat intentional offenders? Why? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 15. How did Jesus Christ die? 
A. Jesus Christ died on the cross, the just for the 
unjust, that he might reconcile us to God and save 
us from sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


~ 1. Show the military advantages of Joshua’s 
whole plan of campaign in Canaan. 

2. Locate on the map the territories allotted to 
the eleven tribes, and the six cities of refuge. 


3. What modifications in the old law governing: 


the avenging of blood were brought about by the 
establishment of the cities of refuge? How were 
abuses of these modifications guarded against? 

4. What were the advantages of deferring the 


- trial of the unintentional offender in his own city? 


5. Do other people ever accuse us of offending 
against them when we have meant no offense? 
What ought we to infer from this about the offenses 
of others against us? 

6. What are our responsibilities toward all those 
who break the laws of society or of God in igno- 
rance? 

7. On what terms may we expect merey from 
others and from God? 


_ The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate 
wherein they were created? 
A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of 
their own will, fell from the estate wherein they 
were created, by sinning against God. 
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ISRAEL WARNED AGAINST COMPROMISE 


The Golden Text—“Evil communications corrupt good manners.’”—I Cor. 15: 33. 


TEXT OF LESSON, JOSH. 23: 1-13 


For entire lesson, see Josh. 23:1 to 2h : 28. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And it came to pass a long time after that the 
Lorp had given rest unto Is’ra-el from all their 
enemies round about, that Josh’u-a waxed old and 
stricken in age. 

2 And Josh’u-a called for all Is’ra-el, and for 
their elders, and for their heads, and for their 
judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I 
am old and stricken in age: 


3 And ye have seen all that the Lorp your God 
hath done unto all these nations because of you; for 
the Lorp your God is he that hath fought for you. 


4. Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these 
nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jor’dan, with all the nations that I 
have cut off, even unto the great sea westward. 


5 And the Lorp your God, he shall expel them 
from before you, and drive them from out of your 
sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the Lorp 
your God hath promised unto you. 


6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to 
do all that is written in the book of the law of 


Mo’ses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the 


right hand or to the left; 


7 That ye come not among these nations, these 
that remain among you; neither make mention of 
the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, 
neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them: 


8 But cleave unto the Lorp your God, as ye have 
done unto this day. 


9 For the Lorp hath driven out from before you 
great nations and strong: but as for you, no man 
hath been able to stand before you unto this day. 


10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for 
the Lorp your God, he it is that fighteth for you, 
as he hath promised you. 


11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the Lorp your God. 


12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave 
unto the remnant of these nations, even these that 
remain among you, and shall make marriages with 
them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 


13 Know for a certainty that the Lorp your God 
will no more drive out any of these nations from 
before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto 
you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your 
eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which 
the Lorp your God hath given you. 


The Time—About 1200 B. C. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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1 And it came to pass after many days, when Jeho- 
vah had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, and Joshua was old and well stricken 
in years; 2 that Joshua called for all Israel, for 
their elders and for their heads, and for their 
judges and for their officers, and said unto them, I 
am old and well stricken in years: 3 and ye have 
seen all that Jehovah your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for Jehovah your 
God, he it is that hath fought for you. 4 Behold, 
I have allotted unto you these nations that remain, 
to be an inheritance for your tribes, from the Jor- 
dan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even 
unto the great sea toward the going down of the 
sun. 5 And Jehovah your God, he will thrust them 
out from before you, and drive them from out of 
your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as 
Jehovah your God spake unto you. 6 Therefore be 
ye very courageous to keep and to do all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye 
turn not aside therefrom 
the left; 7 that ye come 
these that remain among 


to the right hand or to 
not among these nations, 
you; neither make men- 
tion of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear 
by them, neither serve them, nor bow down your- 
selves unto them; 8 but cleave unto Jehovah your 
God, as ye have done unto this day. 9 For Jehovah 
hath driven out from before you great nations and 
but as for you, no man hath stood before 
you unto this day. 10 One man of you shall chase 
a thousand; for Jehovah your God, he it is that 
fighteth for you, as he spake unto you. 11 Take 
good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love 
Jehovah your God. 12 Else if ye do at all go 
back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, 
even these that remain among you, and make mar- 
riages with them, and go in unto them, and they to 
you; 13 know for a certainty that Jehovah your 
God will no more drive these nations from out of 
your sight; but they shall be a snare and a trap 
unto you, and a scourge in your sides, and thorns 
in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land 
which Jehovah your God hath given you. 


The Place—Perhaps Timnath-serah. 
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Israel Warned Against Compromise 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE _ TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; Marchsl/ es: o once stetrae ears Israel Warned Against Compromise......... Josh. 23: 1-13. 
Tuesday, March 18) oscar nen ee wen ear. Defeat: Through, Compromise d..1_.... re ete I Sam. 15: 10-23. 
Wednesday, (March 19 220.5 6 nitrate Warnings Against Evil Companionships...... Prov. 1: 7-19. 
Thorsday,: March220, 4 cea, 14 acted ee Results of Evil Companionships ~.%. 00+ <2. %«- .. Judg. 3: 1-8. 
Friday, -Mareli(7] ees sve eee A-Call to Decisions v2. vy Sethests 0 eater ole as ae Josh. 24 : 14-23. 
Satur day, Marche 2Zicvide fr «ato ee The Decision on Mount Carmel............. I Kings 18 : 30-39. 
Sunday Marchi 2oe.-% sie ac ee eee ea A ‘Prayer. for Deliverantescis. 02 +e one eee Psalm 3. 


THE YOUNG PRINCE WAS OLD 


The young prince of the house of Ephraim who 
had won his spurs at Rephidim was old. Jehovah 
had committed two great tasks to him, the conquest 
of the Promised Land and its allotment to the chil- 
dren of Israel. Both tasks were long since finished, 
so far as he could finish them. One duty remained 
for the old leader to perform before he laid himself 
down to sleep in the Promised Land. That duty he 
undertook with all the energy, directness, and faith 
which had made his active days so glorious. 

A call was sent out to all Israel from Timnath- 
serah, the town in the hill country of Ephraim 
which Joshua had chosen for his inheritance and 


THE TOMB OF JOSHUA AT TIMNATH-SERAH 


“And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, 


which isin the hill-country of Ephraim.” 


family seat. The old leader desired the presence of 
all the leading men of the tribes at Timnath-serah, 
or perhaps it was at Shiloh, where the tabernacle 
stood. 


THE OLD PRINCE WAS NOT THINKING 
OF HIMSELF 


How respectfully the distinguished company lis- 
tened as their old leader spoke with the soldier-like 
directness and faith in the God of battles which 
they knew so well. There was an opening word 
about himself. And that word was only to say that 


he was now very old—they knew what that meant. 
They were listening to a farewell address. What 
was it that their old leader would have them re- 
member?. It was this, “Ye have seen all that Je- 
hovah your God hath done unto all these nations 
because of you; for Jehovah your God, he it is 
that hath fought for you.” It was Jehovah their 
God who had conquered the Canaanites: 
Joshua, and it was not this noble company of tribal 
leaders. It was Jehovah! There speaks true faith. 


JEHOVAH HAD MORE FOR THEM TO DO 


The old prince went on. There was more for the 
Israelites to do. The land was allotted and oc- 
cupied, indeed, but Canaanitish 
cities and Canaanitish colonies re- 
mained here and there. They must 
be driven out. They deserved to 
be driven out, for they had sinned, 
almost beyond belief, against God. 
And their influence on the chil- 
dren of Israel would be terrible. 
“Jehovah your God, he will thrust 
them out from before you.” Je- 
hovah had conquered the land so 
far: he would complete the con- 
quest. There was only one thing 
after all for the assembled elders 
to do. 


HOW TO WIN 


As the old prince stood there his 
mind ran back through the years 
to the greatest day in his life— 
the day on which he received his 
solemn charge as leader of Je- 
hovah’s people. One word which 
had been repeated over and over 
in that charge had rung like a clar- 
ion in his mind through his cam- 
paigning years, and still rung there—“Be strong 
and of good courage”; “Only be strong and very 
courageous, to observe to do according to all the 
law.” Josh. 1:6, 7. Now he passed on that great 
word to the assembled elders. The way was very 
plain; there was only one way. “Therefore be ye 
very courageous to keep and to do all that is writ- 
ten in the book of the law of Moses.” The courage 
of obedience is all that is necessary. It is the only 
rule to live by—for young or old, great or small— 
it is the thing to long for and pray for and work 
for—the courage to obey God! 
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NO COMPROMISE 

There must be no compromise. Compromise would 
be easy, but there must be none. It was Jehovah, 
and Jehovah alone, whom they must worship, obey, 
and love! They must not make any compromise at 
all with the gods of the heathen against whom they 
were to carry out Jehovah’s judgment by driving 
them from the land. They must cleave to Jehovah, 
their God, the living and true God. It was Jehovah 
who had driven the nations before them. No nation 
had been able to stand up to them. As the old war- 
rior’s mind warmed with the memory of the great 
triumphs which Jehovah had given him, he cried 
to them that for the future, Jehovah was so great 
that one of them should chase a thousand. And then 
he swung into the great theme of his farewell ad- 
dress again. “For Jehovah your God, he it is that 
fighteth for you.” 

That rule of no compromise is for us, too—no 
compromise with evil at all. Are there any evil 
thoughts, desires, passions, or purposes in your 
heart? Make no compromise with them. Fight 
them and drive them out, “For Jehovah your God, 
he it is that fighteth for you.” Are there great 
evils in the world; evils that are monstrously old 
and strong, settled in the world and minded to stay 
there as the Canaanites were in Canaan? Fight 
them and drive them out, “For Jehovah your God, 
he it is that fighteth for you.” What a call this old 
prince’s address is to us! 


THE DISASTER OF COMPROMISE 

Then, from the brink of the grave, the old prince’s 
mind swept on into the future, and he pictured in 
vivid words the disasters which compromise would 
bring to the children of Israel. There was nothing 
more certain than that they would miserably fail 
if they compromised: just as there is nothing more 
certain than that we will miserably fail if we at all 
compromise with evil. Joshua thought of the snares 
and traps which are set for birds, in which the bird 
is helplessly and hopelessly entangled. Compromise 
with evil would catch them and hold them just as 
helplessly and hopelessly. He thought of the pain 
of the scourge with which evildoers were punished. 
Compromise with evil will bring as cruel pains as 
the scourge. He thought of the thorn trees whose 
thorns were a constant menace to the eyes of the 
unwary traveler, and of the excruciating pain of 
such thorns working their way through the tender 
body of the eye. Compromise with evil will bring 
such excruciating torture. 

It would have been well for the Hebrew people 
if they had heeded the warnings of Moses and 
Joshua, and of the later prophets. But they did 
not. They compromised, and the terrible, sad_his- 
tory of the children of Israel is a proof, which none 
can doubt, that for an individual or a nation to 
compromise with evil is the way to misery, ruin, 
and disaster. It was so with the children of Israel. 
It will be so with any nation that forgets God. It 
will be so with any who study this lesson. If they 
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compromise with evil, if they turn either to the 
right hand or the left hand from keeping the law 
of God, that compromise will be a snare, a scourge, 
a thorn in the eye to them. But if they seek the 
courage to obey God, to worship and love him, to 
turn aside from all evil for their own sake and 
Christ’s sake—there is happiness and peace for 
them now and forever! 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


4.1 have allotted unto you these nations 
that remain. Joshua reminds them that the nations 
still remaining were allotted to them for conquest. 
The great sea. The Mediterranean Sea. 

12. Go in unto them, and they to you. 
social intercourse with them. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What two great tasks had Jehovah committed 
to Joshua? What tasks has he committed to you? 

2, Are there any farewell words to which you 
ought to attach special importance? 

3. Did you ever do anything about which you could 
truly say that it was God who did it through you? 

4. What still remained for the children of Israel 
to do in Canaan? What still remains for us to do 
even after we have become Christians? 

5. Why docs it require courage to obey God? 

6. Illustrate from your own experience the dangers 
of compromising with evil. 


Have 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 16. When did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? 

A. Jesus Christ rose from the dead the third day 
after his burial and, after forty days, ascended into 
heaven. 

Q. 17. How will Jesus Christ come again? 

A. Jesus Christ will come again with power and 
great glory, and will judge us all according to our 


works. 
FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What special value should be attached to fare- 
well words? What were our Lord’s farewell words? 

2 What traits of character did Joshua display 
in this farewell address? 

3 From what occasion did Joshua recall the 
words of v. 6? Are there any words which have 
influenced you as these words seem to have in- 
fluenced Joshua? 

4. In what ways are you tempted to compromise 
with evil? What do you think the consequences 
of such compromise will be? 

5. How does the history of the Hebrew nation 
prove that disaster follows unfaithfulness to God? 

6. Illustrate the principle in Question 5 from the 
history of individuals known to you and from the 
history of other nations. 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 14. What is sin? 
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans 
gression of, the law of God. 


Lesson XIII (XXVI) | March 30, 1919 
REVIEW—GOD’S HAND IN A NATION’S LIFE 


The Golden Text—“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”—Proy. 14 : 34. 
Reading Lesson Only, Josh. 24: 14-28 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
fonday,:- March’ 247. ar fobs ae re oe er ee Pharaoh Oppresses Israel................... Hx.) 6-14 
LER March (2542 0: on Os, ao eiiean aoaee Israel Delivered front, Hay pte .. eo sme eee Hx-15:3 21 
Wednesday, Mareh (26.0... 2. 0:2: toe) eect, Israel Fed in the Walderness 45 asta Ex. 16 : 13-21. 
Thursday, March! 27... jv ih ee eee Israel Taughtat i Sinaime set soe ee Ex)°20-: 1-17, 
Friday; Maret: 28)... ies bene nee Joshua the New Leader.............5..00... Josh. 1: 1-9. 
Saturday, (Marel 29.22 eo ee eee God’s Unfailing Goodness................... Josh. 23 : 5-14. 
Sunday; Marehi’ 30..chs1 os sucaes extn bh ae Joshua's (Last: Charge: 7... ecctee manpae aie Josh. 24 : 22-33. 
. THE LESSONS OF THE QUARTER 
NUMBER TITLE WHERE Founp 
I; Eharaoh. OppressesTsrael> 75.5 eres. een ts eg ee Rx, 1 °1-14-Sehe 2 
II. Moses the Leader of Israel............... Siege anne Cet eOre gPMts eee ca. Siete Ex. 3:1 to 4:17 
IIt. The Passover ee ayy gent SMBS PRRE -Ubvsle eure malar ae teem are aes fecal en toa liek tosl eae: 
IV.” Israel: Crossing’ the: Red: Sealsa.io tuitvate sedan, Si ee ae Ex. 143.1 .to: 15 2:21. 
V.. The Giving of ‘the Manna, J; cui c patao de teat) een eee eee Iix., ch. 16. 
VI. “Jethro’s: Counsel ~ 29. Fn aici tte ee es ee ee eee ee Hx... Cho 
Vit." The Ten Commandments! (5.0) 2) ae at suet © inn tee ee Ex. 20 : 1-17. 
VIIT.""-Moses Praying for -leraélus< 8 eved: 0 tee ha Sete a nn ee Ex, 32:1 ‘to 34: 9, 
IX. <The Report of the: Spies*27 seek ee cn me na ee Oe eat Num. 13:1 to 14: 38. 
X.> Joshua, - Patriot) and header nlic 2 ale eee nate ici eee eee eumen Josh. 1: 1-9. 
XI. > The» Gities of (Refiigej. crea Sab lie A Shey s witty ith shea teagan apne eee Josh., ch. 20. 
XII. |. Israel Warned -Agamst Compromise Fase scan oil, oe edn sy ee eee Josh. 23:1 to 24: 28. 
A HOLY NATION FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN 
God’s hand has always been and is now in the Lesson I (XIV). One of the promises made to 


life of every nation. He made and makes them all. Abraham was that he should become the father of 
He has controlled and he does control their rise and a great nation. When Jacob went to Egypt, his 
fall. Because God is righteous and cannot be any- household as a sheik numbered seventy sons and 
thing else, nations stand or fall as they are right- grandsons. They settled in the rich land of Goshen, 
eous or unrighteous. Throughout all human history where they greatly prospered. Then a change of 
the almighty, righteous will of God works unceas- dynasty in Egypt made them subject to hard op- 
ingly, exalting the nations that seek righteousness pression and bondage. But the hand of God kept 
and casting down and bringing reproach on those Moses alive in these perilous times and opened the 
which sin against him. But during this quarter we way for him to receive an education at court which 
have been studying the history of a nation in whose prepared him for his future responsibilities. Moses’ 
life God’s hand was in a peculiar way. Just as unwillingness to be guided by the hand of God, and 
God’s hand is in the life of every person, but his rash trust in himself, led to his flight from 
peculiarly in the lives of some persons whom he Egypt to the very peninsula of Sinai which God had 
calls upon to perform a special mission, so God’s_ chosen as the scene of the early education of his 
hand is in the life of every nation, but pecuiiarly kingdom of priests. 
in the life of the Hebrew nation which he called , ez ; ; 
from among all the nations to be “a kingdom of Lesson IT (XV). In the grand solitude of the 
priests, and a holy nation.” Sinaitic mountains, God laid his hand on Moses to 
We have already studied the lives of certain men, make him the deliverer and leader of the children of 
Abraham, Isaae, ‘and Jacob, whom God specially Israel. But Moses hesitated to undertake the task 
called to be the forefathers of his holy nation. This 2 Re ee Bim, past ee we are tempted to 
quarter we have been studying certain important Pree et hte AG IY when God calls us to 
episodes in the early history of this nation itself. re aig paste the four objections that Moses 
God’s hand was in all its history in a special way, Ceaee ber wh ed in which God overruled them. 
that through it the knowledge of his righteousness See again the excuses you find when God's 
and grace might be given to all the earth. True re- work is to be done, and see whether you are in the 
ligion came to the world through the children of %#™€ danger Moses found himself in. 


Israel, and it was in fulfillment of promises to them, Lesson III (XVI). It was the mighty hand of 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men, God which delivered the children of Israel out of 
was born, lived, died, and rose from the dead. Egypt. Passover night was the birth night of the 
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Lesson XIII (XXVI) 


nation which God was about to set apart as his 
priest nation. On that night God showed his sover- 
eign grace to them in passing over their sins in 
virtue of the atoning blood of the passover lambs. 
Atonement for sin must come before righteousness. 
- No nation can expect God to bless and prosper it 
which does not humbly seek forgiveness for its na- 
tional sins in the atoning blood of Christ. 


Lesson IV (XVII). God’s guiding hand, in the 
pillar of cloud and of fire, went before the children 
of Israel to show them the way in which he desired 
to lead them. Israel was a child nation, and was 
led by visible signs. God leads nations to-day just 
as plainly by the eternal principles of righteousness 
laid down in the Law of Moses and the perfect law 
of Christ. The wonderful experiences of the chil- 
dren of Israel at the Red Sea were intended to em- 
phasize to them in a way that they could understand 
how absolutely dependent they were on God and 
God alone for their deliverance. Nations to-day are 
just as dependent on God. 


Lesson V (XVIII). This lesson was intended to 
teach the children of Israel their dependence on 
God not only for guidance and deliverance, but for 
daily food. God provided bread from heaven for 
them. God’s hand is in the history of every nation 
to-day in the provision he makes out of his natural 
bounties for their national sustenance and _ pros- 
perity. But God fed the children of Israel and he 
feeds the nations to-day not only with food for the 
body but with that spiritual food without which no 
nation can truly live. Nations are starving to-day 
for want of Christ, who is the Bread of life. 
Heathen nations are starving because so-called 
Christian nations have not given them that bread. 
And so-called Christian nations are starving because 
they will not eat the bread of Christ. 


Lesson VI (XIX). The episode of Jethro’s visit 
to the camp and his advice to Moses shows how 
those whose spiritual privileges are the least are 
often most thankful. Jethro was outside the nation 
which God had chosen, but he showed more thank- 
fulness for God’s goodness to the children of Israel 
than they themselves seemed to feel, and he went 
beyond them all in thoughtfulness. Are you letting 
any outside the Christian benefits which you enjoy 
outdo you in Christian thankfulness and thought- 
fulness? 


Lesson VII (XX). Here God’s hand is most im- 
pressively shown in the moral law which he laid 
down as the basis of the covenant relationship be- 
tween himself and the nation he had chosen to be 
his priests. These Ten Commandments, as inter- 
preted by Christ, remain the unchanging law of na- 
tions as well as of individuals. It is sometimes said 
that the moral law applies only to individuals and 
not to nations. But God dealt with the children of 
Israel as a nation in giving the Ten Commandments. 
Consider how nations have sinned and are sinning 
against this fundamental moral law. 


» Review—God’s Hand in a Nation’s Life 
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Lesson VIII (XXI). Nations as well as indi- 
viduals have short memories. It was a terrible 
thing for the covenant people so soon to break their 
solemn covenant obligations, and they well deserved 
the wrath and punishment of God. But Moses’ in- 
tercession for them saved them. Nations to-day well 
deserve the wrath and punishment of God. How 
have so-called Christian nations to-day sinned in 
rebelling against God and his laws? What is our 
duty -in interceding for them? ~How can we learn 
to intercede effectively from the example of Moses? 
What is our duty in interceding for heathen na- 
tions? 


Lesson IX (XXII). This is again a lesson in 
national unfaithfulness. The Promised Land was 
to be had for the taking, but the children of Israel 
lost it through their unbelief in God’s power. God 
had again and again shown his mighty hand in their 
history. But now they did not trust him. How has 
God shown his hand in our national history? How 
are we to-day in danger of losing our faith in God’s 
power? What may we learn from the experience 
of the children of Israel at Kedesh? If the nation 
is faithless what does the example of Caleb and 
Joshua teach us about our duty as individuals? 


Lesson X (XXIII). It is a fortunate nation 
which has a succession of such leaders as Moses and 
Joshua, and God’s hand is nowhere more evident in 
a nation’s history than in the leaders whom he 
raises up at critical periods. What were Joshua’s 
qualifications to lead the covenant people? What 
leaders has God raised up for America at critical 
periods? How did they show their faith in God 
and their desire to lead this nation in those paths of 
righteousness by which a nation is exalted? 


Lesson XI (XXIV). Every incident of the con- 
quest of Canaan and its allotment among the tribes 
was under the guiding hand of God. The appoint- 
ment of cities of refuge in which the unwitting 
homicides might take refuge shows God’s hand on 
the side of justice as against the unreasoning re- 
verge of angry and pitiless men, and is only one 
indication of the way in which every detail of the 
life of the covenant people was under God’s direc- 
tion. The cities of refuge which sheltered the guilt- 
less are only a faint shadow of the refuge which 
there is for the guilty in Christ, in whose atoning 
death God’s justice and God’s mercy meet. 


Lesson XII (XXV). National leaders have their 
day, do their work, and go to their reward, as 
Joshua did, but the principles which govern the life 
of any nation never change. The history of the 
children of Israel is a terrible lesson to any nation. 
How were Joshua’s worst fears realized in the sub- 
sequent history of his people? What other nations 
have suffered ruin because they disobeyed the com- 
mands of God? What is going on in the world to- 
day that may be interpreted in the light of this 
lesson ? 


ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR FIRST QUARTER, 1919! ee 8 


OPENING Service, No. 1 
May be used from January 5 to February 16 


OPENING WorsHIP.—Quiet music, beginning two or 
three minutes before the hour of opening the 
school. 


Hymn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 109. (At signal from piano, 
all stand and sing.) 


Supt.—Let the peoples praise thee, O God; let 
all the peoples praise thee. 
_ ScHooL.—Oh let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy. 

Supt.—For thou wilt judge the peoples with 
equity. 

ScHoo,.—And govern the nations upon earth. 


HymMn.—‘“‘Mine eyes have seen the glory of the com- 
ing of the Lord,” or “Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus,” “Alleluia,” No. 234, or “Onward, Chris- 
tion Soldiers,” “Alleluia,” No. 119. 


ScHooL SEATED. 
Doors OPENED. 


Scripture Lesson.—Read in unison Ps. 119 : 9-16, 
or Psalm 19, or Psalm ‘11. 


PRAYER.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer in unison. 
Hymn.—Appropriate to the lesson, or to the day. 
Memory Dritu. 

MARKING OF ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING. 

HYMN. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S Five MinutTEes.—(Messages from 
enlisted men or any special items .of interest 
concerning war work.) 


Hymn.—(At signal from piano, all rise and sing.) 


God bless our splendid men, 

While they the right defend, 
God bless our men. 

Make them all brave and true, 

Faith in thyself renew, 

Teach them the best to do: 
God bless our men. 


God keep our valiant men 
From all the stain of sin, 

God keep our men, 
When tempted, keep them pure; 
When Satan would allure, 
Be their Protection sure: 

God keep our men. 


God lead our glorious men 

Against the hosts of sin, 
God lead our men. 

Do thou the victory send, 

And, with the battle’s end, 

Triumphant peace extend: 
God lead our men. 


God save our noble men, 

Send them safe home again, 
God save our men. 

To thee the praise belongs 

For righting all our wrongs; 

To thee we lift our songs: 
God save our men. 


CLASS PERIOD. 


Cxiosing Worsuip.—Softly play the hymn to be sung 
at the close of the lesson. 


HYMN. 
REPORTS. 


ens Hymn.—‘“America,” or some other patriotic 
nymn. 


MizpAH BENEDICTION in unison. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 
May be used from February 23 to March 30 


QutEtT Music. 


OPENING PEARS exct signal from piano, school 
rises. 

Supt.—It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
Jehovah, and to sing praises unto thy name, O Most 
High; to show forth thy lovingkindness in the 
morning, and thy faithfulness every night. 


Hymn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 118. 


Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 

And publish abroad his wonderful name; 
The name, all victorious, of Jesus extol; . , 
His Kingdom is glorious, and rules over all. , 


God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 

And still he is nigh—his presence we have: ; 
The great congregation his triumph shall sing, * 
Ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King. 


2 
& 
Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 2 
Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son: 
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, i 


Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb. 
Then let us adore, and give him his right, 
All glory and power, and wisdom and might, 


All honor and blessing, with angels above, 
And thanks never ceasing, and infinite love. 


APOSTLES’ CREED, in unison. 
ScHooL SEATED. 
Doors OpENED.— ( Music.) 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 85, “Saviour, Blessed Sav- — 
iour.” : 


ScripTuRE Lesson.—Read in unison Ps. 37: 1-9, i 

or Proy. 15: 1-15, or Psalm 32. a 
PRAYER.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer in unison f 
MARKING ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS,—Reading of letters from enlisted 
men. 


Hymn.—(All rise at signal from piano.) “Star- 


Spangled Banner,” or “America. 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG. 


Lesson HyMN.—(Appropriate to the lesson or oc- 
casion.) 


* Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred. 
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AN EXQUISITE SERIES OF SEVEN DAINTY AND ORIGINAL 
CELLULOID BOOK MARKS DESIGNS COMPRISING THE 


FOLLOWING SELECTIONS 


; oe, | 6 cents each, or 60 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


No. A. The Ten Commandments—Clover. 

No. B. The Lord’s Prayer—Snow Drops. 

No. C. Beatitudes—Sweet Peas. 

Noe. D. The Twenty-third Psalm—Wild Roses. 

No. E. A Fence of Trust—Cyclamen, by Mary 
Frances Butts. 

No. F. Footpath to Peace—Poinsettia, by Dr. 


Henry van Dyke. 
. G. Books of the Bible—Pond Lilies. 


A CELLULOID-TOP BLOTTER 


15 cents each, 2 for 25 cents, or $1.25 a dozen, 
postpaid. 


oa 


Size. 1% x 43 inches 


Celluloid United States and Conquest Flag Pins 


“he 


No 12. 
Price of Buttons, 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a hundred, postpaid. 
(Assorted as desired.) In ordering use numbers as indicated. 
Price of Flag Pins, 30 cents a dozen, or $2.00 a hundred postpaid. Smaller size, $1.50 a hundred, 
postpaid. Size of flags on pins, 114 x % inches. Size of pin, 234 inches. 


CELLULOID FLAG BOWS 


No 3 
Price, 2 for 5 cents, or $1.50 a hundred, postpaid. Order by number. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATIO 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) ’ 


Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York Chicago Cincinnati Nashville St. Louis San Francisco Pittsburgh 


“CLOSER TO THE ALMIGHTY” — 


HIS is the philosophy of Mrs, Gene Stratton-Porter, the author of ‘‘The Harvester,’’ ‘‘ The 
Tain of the Limberlost,’’ and other marvelously successful stories—to bring those who read 
her books ‘‘closer to Nature and the Almighty.’’ Mrs. Porter has opened the eyes of thou- 
sands to the wonder and glory of the world about them. he 
Mrs. Porter’s stories all have, as.a fundamental reason oftheir existence, the author’s great 
love of Nature. To impart this love to others—to inspire many hundreds of thousands to look 
for the first time with seeing eyes at the pageant of the out-of-doors—is her gift of rare quality. 
In writing of ‘‘The Girl of the Limberlost,’’ Mrs. Porter said: ‘‘This comes fairly close to my 
idea of a good book. The book can, and does, present a hundred pictures that will draw any 
reader in closer touch with Nature and the Almighty.’’ 


Over 3,000,000 of Mrs. Porter’s Books Have Been Sold 


RS. PORTER'S novels are not only wholesome and clean, but they are romantic and 

eheerful. The people who live in their pages do things and accomplish tasks worth 
while., In the last six months of 1915 the sales of Mrs. Porter’s books in the United States, 
England, Australia, and many other places sold 625,000 copies for six months alone. : Another 
reason why Mrs. Porter’s books have so great an appeal is that the whole family enjoy them. 
They are not for men, women, or children, but for all three; and an important feature is 
that they will be eagerly read by young people. 


T IS the desire of the Christian Herald to give its readers an opportunity to procure the 
best in literature at very reasonable cost. Of the many thousands of books which we have 
considered, we selected Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter’s novels as the ones which should be in 


every Christian Herald home. Arrangements have just been completed with the publishers 


CHRISTIAN HERALD, 191 Bible House, New York, N.Y. 


of Mrs. Porter’s works to print a special edxion of six volumes of the most popular stories 
These six volumes will be printed from the plates used in the orig- 


by this talented writer. 


inal edition—the type being large and clear, and the paper of exceptional quality. 


books are bound in fine cloth, with gilt tops, 
full-page illustrations. . 


Mrs. Porter’s Novels in Six Volumes 


AT THE FOOT OF THE RAINBOW. 4” dy! 
tral Indiana—a tale of devoted friendship 
and tender, self-sacrificing lcve—the friend- 
ship that gives freely without return, and the 
love that seeks first the happiness of the ob- 
ject. 

Mrs. Porter has _ lav- 
THE HARVESTER. ished upon this unique 
romance all the wealth of nature lore and na- 
ture love from her years of patient, enthu- 
siastic study. 

This compan- 

GIRL OF THE LIMBERLOST. Son Youre aie 
“Freckles’’ has repeated the striking success 
of that beok, which published ever ten years 
ago, has steadily increased its tens of thou- 
sands of readers year by year. It is an ex- 
quisitely simple love story which stands for 
true womanhood, as did ‘‘Freckles’’ for pure 
manhood. 


Rare Chance to Obtain a Special Edition of Mrs. Porter’s Novels 
| 
| 


The 
making them especially attractive. Twenty-five 


Few books of recent years have 
sounded such a new and wholly 
refreshing note as that which dominates 
“Freckles.” It is a gem, full of beauty and 
sentiment and well worth reading. It is an 
outdoor story filled with adventure and pleas- 
ant atmosphere. 


FRECKLES. 


LADDIE, A TRUE-BLUE STORY. [he love 
Laddie and Pamela Pryor, the English neigh- 
bors of the Strattons, as told by Little Sister, 
the youngest of the Pryors, is a genuine 
“home story’’ close to the heart of man and 
of nature. 


\ 

A beautiful and 
SONG OF THE CARDINAL, beautiful and 
of the leve of a Cardinal bird for its mate 
/with an appeal to every one who cares for 
true romance, as delightful for its descriptions 
of wild life and nature. as for its tender 
human feelings. 


OUR OFFER—SEND NO MONEY NOW 


SSSe eR eeeee ORDER BLANK \««ssesennam 


Gentlemen: Please send me, on approval, all trans- 
portation charges paid by the publisher, a set of your 
special edition ef Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter’s novels 
in six volumes, bound in cloth, with gilt tops. If I 
keep the beoks, I will sent $1.00 within 5 days and 
will pay $1.¢0 a menth thereafter for 4 months, or a 
total of $5.00 in all, for which I am also to re- 
ceive the Christian Herald for 1 year. If not satis- 
factory, I will send the set back -to you within five 
days at your expense. I incur no other obligation in 
mailing this order blank. 


HILE the edition lasts you ean secure this special six-vol- 
1 ume set of Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter’s novels at an exceed- 
ingly low price and on free examination. This set of six volumes 
is published solely for readers of the Christian Herald. It may 
be obtained only in connection with a year’s subscription, but we 
have made the terms of payment so liberal that all may take ad- 


vantage of this offer. 
SEND NO MONEY Now! Merely mail the order blank 

; * and the set of six volumes 
will be forwarded, all charges prepaid by us. If, after five days’ 
examination, you decide not to keep the books, return them at 
our expense and you will be under no obligation. You need not 
purchase them unless convinced of their value to you and your 
family. But, if you decide to keep them, send $1.00 within 5 


Maras Sn Midead vs cus hvac osc uk kde See days after their receipt, and $1.00 a month for 4 months, a total 
of $5.00 in all for the books and we will also send you the © 
Christian Herald for one year—52 issues. Don’t Delay! Paper 

AGAOME Ss sive. 4b Vgwsannbdey avdusteads ste Braue cece? prices and manufacturing costs are going up and it may not be | 


possible for us to publish another edition 


at this very low price 
after the present one is exhausted. ; y 


